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SYSTEMATIC INDEX
Order PASSERIFORMES (cont.)

Family MmuscicAPIDAE (cont.)

Subfamily syLviiNaEe : Warblers

1471 Yellowbrowed Ground Warbler, Tesia cyaniventer Hodgson ...............
1472 Slatybellied Ground Warbler, Tesia olivea (McClelland)..................
1473 Chestnut-headed Ground Warbler, Tesia castancocoronata castaneocoro-

nata (Burton) ...
1474 Palefooted Bush Warbler, Cettia pallidipes pallidipes (Blanford) ..........
1475 ssp. osmastoni (Hartert) ..............oae e _
1476 Japanese Bush Warbler, Cettia diphone canturians (Swinhoe) ..............
1477 Strongfooted Bush Warbler, Cettia montana pallida (Brooks) ..............
1478 ssp. fortipes (Hodgson) ..........ooooiiiiiiiiiii
1479 Large Bush Warbler, Cettia major major (Moore) .............cc.ccccoviiins
1480 ssp. vafer (Koelz) ...
1481,1580 Aberrant Bush Warbler, Cettia flavolivacea flavolivacea (Hodgson)
1482 ssp. stresemanni (Koelz) ...
1483 alexanderi Ripley ...
1484 Hume’s Bush Warbler, Cettia acanthizoides brunnescens (Hume)...........
1485 Rufouscapped Bush Warbler, Cettia brunnifrons whistleri (Ticehurst)
1486 ssp. brunnifrons (Hodgson) ...
1487 ssp. muroides (Koelz) ...
1488 Cetti’s Warbler, Cettia cetti albiventris Severtzov ................cc.oociiine,
1489 Spotted Bush Warbler, Bradypterus thoracicus przevalskii (Sushkin) ......
1490 ssp. thoracicus (Blyth) ...
1491 Largebilled Bush Warbler, Bradypterus major major (Brooks)..............
1492 Chinese Bush Warbler, Bradypterus tacsanowskius tacsanowskius

(Swinhoe) ..o
1493  Brown Bush Warbler, Bradypterus luteoventris luteoventris (Hodgson) ....
1494 Palliser’s Bush Warbler, Bradypterus palliseri (Blyth) .......................
1496 Fantail Warbler, Cisticola exilis erythrocephala Blyth..........................
1497 ssp. fytleri Jerdon ...
1498 Streaked Fantail Warbler, Cisticola juncidis cursitans (Franklin) ..........
1499 ssp. salimalii Whistler ...
1500 omalura Blyth ... ...,
1500a malaya Lynes.................oooiiiiiiiii
1501 Rufous Wren-Warbler, Prinia rufescens rufescens Blyth ......................
1502 Ashy-grey Wren-Warbler, Prinia hodgsonii rufula Godwin-Austen ......
1503 ssp. hodgsonii Blyth ... ...
1504 albogularis Walden ...
1505 pectoralis Legge ...
1506 Rufousfronted Wren-Warbler, Prinia buchanani Blyth ......................
1507 Hodgson’s Wren-Warbler, Prinia cinerzocapilla Moore......................
1508 Streaked Wren-Warbler, Prinia gracilis lepida Blyth.........................
1509 ssp. stevensi Hartert (...
1510 Plain Wren-Warbler, Prinia subflava terricolor (Hume)......................
1511 ssp. fmoraata Sykes ...
1512 Jusca (Hodgson) ...
1513 Sranklinii Blyth ...
1514 insularis (Legge) ...
1515  Ashy Wren-Warbler, %’n’nia soctalis stewarti Blyth............................
1516 ssp. inglisi Whistler & Kinnear........................
1517 soctalis Sykes ...,
1518 brevicauda Legge ...
1519 Jungle Wren-Warbler, Prinia sylvatica gangetica (Blyth) ....................
1520 ssp. insignis (Hume) ...,
1521 sylvatica Jerdon
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mahendrae Koelz......................cooiiiii
valida (Blyth) ..ot
Yellowbellied Wren-Warbler, Prinia ﬂavivmtris sindiana Ticehurst .....
ssp. flaviventris (Delessert) ...................................................
Brown Hill Warbler, Printa criniger striatula (Hume) ........................
Ssp. criniger Hodgson ..........................................................
catharia Reichenow..............ccccoveviiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiienee e,
Blackthroated Hill Warbler, Prinia atrogularis atrogularis (Moore) ......
ssp. khasiana (Godwin-Austen)............coceeviriveerernininiiiinnnnnnnn.
Longtailed Grass Warbler, Prinia burnesii bumnesii (Blyth) .................
ssp. cinerascens (Walden)...........ccooooiviiiiiiiiiiniiniiiin e
Streaked Scrub Warbler, Scotocerca inquieta striata (Brooks) ...............
Large Grass Warbler, Graminicola bengalensis bengalensis Jerdon..........
Tailor Bird, Orthotomus suterius guzuratus (Latham)..........................
ssp.patia Hodgson ...,
luteus Ripley..........o.oooiiiiiiii e
sutorius (Pennant) ...
Sernandonis Whistler..............c.ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinee,
Blacknecked Tailor Bird, Orthotomus atrogularis nitidus Hume ............
Goldenheaded Tailor Bird, Orthotomus cucullatus coronatus Blyth .........
Pallas’s Grasshop gcr Warbler, Locustella certhiola centralasiae Sushkin
ssp. rubescens Blyth ...
Streaked Grasshopper Warbler, Locustella lanceolata (Temminck) ......
Eastern Grasshopper Warbler, Locustella naevia straminea Seebohm.....
Broadtailed Grass Warbler, Sckoenicola platyura (Jerdon)...................
Bristled Grass Warbler, Chaetornis striatus 8 erdon)..........cccevennnnn,
Striated Marsh Warbler, Megalurus palustris toklao (Blyth) ................
Thickbilled Warbler, Acrocephalu.r aedon aedon (Pallas)......................
Indian Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus brunnescens (Jer-

amyae Baker....................ooiiiii
Eurasian Great Reed Warbler, Acrocephalus arundinaceus zarudnyi
Hartert..........oooooviiii,
Eastern Great Reed \éVianlei Acrocephalus orientalis (Temminck &
chlegel) ..o
Blackbrowed Reed Warblcr Acrocephalus butngu:eps Swinhoe............
Asian Réed Warbler, Acrocephalu: scirpaceus fuscus (Hemprich &
Ehrcnbcrg) ...............................................
Blyth’s Reed Warbler, Acrocephalus dumetorum Blyth ........................
Paddyfield Warbler, Acrocephalus agricola agricola (Jerdon) ................
SSP. capistrata (SEVETLZOV) .......oooiviiiiiiiiiniiiiiii e
Bluntwinged Paddyfield Warbler, Acrocephalus concinens haringtoni
Witherby ....ooooiiiiii
ssp. stevensi Baker.....................
Moustached Sedge Warbler, Acrocephalus melanopogon mimicus
(Madarasz) ..........oooooiiiiiiiii e
Largebilled Reed Warbler, Acrocephalus (stentoreus) orinus Oberholser
Sedge Warbler, Acrocephalus schoenobaenus (Linnaeus) ......................
Booted Tree Warbler, Hippolais caligata caligata (Lichtenstein)..........
ssp. rama (SyKes) ...,
Upcher’s Tree Warbler, Hippolais languida (Hemprich & Ehrenberg)
Barred Warbler, Sylvia nisoria (Bechstein)..................................
Orphean Warbler, Sylvia hortensis jerdoni (Blyth) .............................
Whitethroat, Sylvia communis icterops Ménétriés...............................
Lesser Whitethroat, Sylvia curruca blythi Ticehurst & Whistler....... ...
ssp. halimodendri gushkm .....................................................
minula Hume..................oc
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Siberian Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus trochilus yakutensis Ticehurst ........
Chiffchafl, Phylloscopus collybita collybita (Vieillot)..................c.........
ssp. tristis Blyth ...
Sind Chiffchafl sindianus Brooks ................ccooiiiiiin
Plain Leal Warbler, Phylloscopus neglectus Hume..............................
Tytler’s Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus tytleri Brooks ..........................
Tickell’s Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus affinis (Tickell) ........................
Olivaceous Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus griseolus Blyth.......................
Smoky Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus fuligiventer fuligiventer (Hodgson) ....
ssp. tibetanus Ticehurst.........oooooviiiiiii
Dusky Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus fuscatus weigoldi Stresemann...........
ssp. marige Ripley ..........ccooiiiiiiiiii
Suscatus (Blyth) ... foveeenenas
Orangebreasted Leal Warbler, Phylloscopus pulcher kangrae Ticehurst
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ssp. mandellii (Brooks) ..............cccceeviiiiiiiiiiii
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Brooks’s Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus subviridis (Brooks).....................
Pallas’s Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus proregulus simlaensis Ticehurst .......
ssp. chloronotus (Gray) ...........ocoooviiiiiiiiiin i
newtont GAtKE ............ooociiiiiiiiiii s
Greyfaced Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus maculipennis virens Ticehurst ......
ssp. centralis Ripley..............cooooiiiiiiiii
maculipennis (Blyth) ...
Arctic Leaf Warbler, Phytloscopus borealis borealis (Blasius) ................
Largebilled Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus magnirostris Blyth..................
ﬁlyllo:copm trochiloides viridanus Blyth ......
ssp. ludlowi Whistler.................cooooociviiiniiiini i
trochiloides (Sundevall) ...............ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee,
nitidus Blyth ...,
Palelegged Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus tenellipes Swinhoe...................
Large Crowned Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus occipitalis occipitalis (Blyth)
ssp. coronatus (Temminck & Sychlegel) ....................................
Crowned Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus reguloides kashmiriensis Ticehurst
ssp. reguloides (Blyth).............co...ciiiiiiiii e,
assamensis Hartert ..................cocciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinneiie e,
claudiae (La Touche) ................coocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Blackbrowed or Yellowfaced Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus cantator
cantator (Tickell) ....................
Radde’s Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus schwarzi (Radde).......................
Allied Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus affinis (Hodgson).....................
Blackbrowed Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus burkit whistleri Ticehurst
ssp. burkii (Burton) ...,
tephrocephalus (Anderson)..............c.evvviiiieiiviiinniiiiininnnnn..
Greyheaded Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus xanthoschistos albosuperci-
liaris (Jerdon) ...........c..ooiiiiiiii .
ssp. xanthoschistos (GTray) .............coveiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiieiiiiieeii e,
Slavogularis (Godwin-Austen) ....................coooviivininienenn..
tephrodiras Sick................coo.oooii
Greycheeked Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus poliogenys (Blyth) ............
Chestnut-headed Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus castaniceps castaniceps
(Hodgson)........occooviiiiiiiiii i,
Yellowbellied Flycatcher-Warbler, Abroscopus superciliaris flaviventris
Jerdon)....o...
ssp. drasticus Deignan ...
Blackfaced Flycatcher-Warbler, Abroscopus schisticeps schisticeps (Gray)
ssp. flavimentalis (Baker).........................o
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1628  Goldcrest, Regulus regulus tristis Pleske .........c...cooomieiummiiiineniiianans
1629 ssp. himalayensis Bonaparte ....................cooooniinine,
1630 sikkimensis R. & A. Meinertzhagen ..................c.on
1631 unnanensis RIppon ............c.o.coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciin e

pon

1632 Crested Tit-Warbler, Lptopoea'le elegans Przevalski .........................
1633 Stoliczka’s Tit-Warbler, Leptopoecile sophiae sophiae Severtzov ............
1634 ssp. obscura Przevalski..............c..ocoo

Subfamily TURDINAE : Thrushes and Chats

1635 Gould’s Shortwing, Brachypteryx stellata stellata Gould .....................
1636 Rustybellied Shortwing, Brachypteryx hyperythra Jerdon & Blyth.........
1637 Rufousbellied Shortwing, Brachypteryx major major (Jerdon) ..............
1638 ssp. albiventris (Blanford)...........c....oooiiiiiiiiiiiii e,
1639  Lesser Shortwing, Brackypteryx leucophrys nipalensis Moore .................
1640 Whitebrowed Shortwing, Brachypteryx montana cruralis (Blyth) ...........
1641 Rufous Chat, Erythropygia galactotes familiaris (Ménétnies).................
1642 Nightingale, Erithacus megarhynchos hafizi (Severtzov) ......................
1643 Rubythroat, Erithacus calliope (Pallas) ...............c...cc.coiiiiiiiiiinnnn.
1644 Bluethroat, Erithacus svecicus svecicus (Linnaeus)................cc.ccocooneene
1645 ssp. pallidogularis (Zarudny).............cooovviiminiiiiiiiiiinee
1646 abbotti (Richmond) .............ooeiiiiiiiicii e,
1646a saturatior (Sushkin) ... ...
1647 Himalayan Rubythroat, Erithacus pectoralis pectoralis (Gould) ............
1648 ssp. confusus (Hartert)...............ooooiiiii
1649 tschebaiewi (Przevalski)........ooovrnieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneene
1650,1651 Blue Chat, Erithacus brunneus brunneus (Hodgson) .......................
1652 Firethroat, Erithacus pectardens (David) ................oooeeiiiiiii.l.
1653 Siberian Blue Chat, Erithacus cyane cyane (Pallas) ............................
1654 Redflanked Bush Robin, Erithacus cyanurus pallidior (Baker) ..............
1655 ssp. rufilatus (Hodgson) ...
1656 oyanurus (Pallas) ...
1657 Golden Bush Robin, Erithacus chrysaeus whistleri (Ticehurst)..............
1658 ssp.chrysaeus (Hodgson) ............ccooviiiiiiiiiiininiiiimienine,
1659 Whitebrowed Bush Robin, Erithacus indicus indicus (Vieillot) .............
1660 Rufousbellied Bush Robin, Erithacus hyperythrus (Blyth) ...................
1661,1663 Magpie-Robin, Copsychus saularis saularis (Linnaeus) ..................

1662 ssp. ceplonensis Sclater ............cocoooiiiiiiiiiiiii
1664 andamanensis Hume.. ...,
1665 Shama, Copsychus malabaricus malabaricus (Scopoli) ..........................
1666 ssp. leggei (Whistler) ...
1667 indicus (Baker).............oociii
1668 albiventris (Blyth) ...

1669 Eversmann’s Redstart, Phoenicurus erythronotus (Eversmann) .............
1670 Blueheaded Redstart, Phoenicurus caeruleocephalus (Vigors) ................
1671 Black Redstart, Phoenicurus achruros phoenicuroides (Moore).................
1672 ssp. rufiventris (Vieillot) ...,
1673 Whitcifr)onted Redstart, Phoenicurus phoenicurus phoenicurus (Linnaeus)
1674 Hodgson's Redstart, Phoenicurus hodgsoni (Moore)...........................
1675 Bluefronted Redstart, Phoenicurus frontalis (Vigors) .........................
1676 Whitethroated Redstart, Phoenicurus schisticeps (Gray)......................
1677 Daurian Redstart, Phoenicurus auroreus leucopterus (Blyth) ..................
1678 Giildenstidt’s Redstart, Phoenicurus erythrogaster grandis (Gould) ........
1679 Plumbeous Redstart, Rhyacomis fuliginosus fuliginosus (Vigors)...........
1680 Hodgson's Shortwing or Whitebellied Redstart, Hodgsonius phoenicur-
oides phoenicuroides (Gray) .................ccoooeeennis
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COLOUR PLATES

Synopsis numbers in brackets
(SE) = species extralimital
(RE) = race extralimital

Plate 83

Cettia pallidipes, Palefooted Bush Warbler (1474-1475)
Cettia diphone, Japanese Bush Warbler (1476)

Cettia montana, Strongfooted Bush Warbler (1477-1478)
Cettia flavolivacea, Aberrant Bush Warbler (1481-1483)
Cettia brunnifrons, Rufouscapped Bush Warbler (1485-1487)
Cettia major, Large Bush Warbler (1479-1480)

Cettia acanthizoides, Hume’s Bush Warbler (1484)
Bradypterus luteoventris, Brown Bush Warbler (1493)
Bradypterus palliseri, Palliser’s Bush Warbler (1494)

10 Bradypterus thoracicus, Spotted Bush Warbler (1489-1490)
11 Cettia cetti, Cetti’s Warbler (1488)

12 Acrocephalus bistrigiceps, Blackbrowed Reed Warbler (1555)
13 Bradypterus major, Largebilled Bush Warbler (1491)

14 Acrocephalus aedon, Thickbilled Warbler (1549)

15 Bradypterus tacsanowskius, Chinese Bush Warbler (1492)

16 Acrocephalus dumetorum, Blyth’s Reed Warbler (1556)

17 Acrocephalus agricola, Paddyfield Warbler (1357-1558)

18 Acrocephalus scirpaceus, Asian Reed Warbler (1555a)

19 Acrocephalus stentoreus, Indian Great Reed Warbler (1550-1552)

OO N~

Plate 84

1 Sylvia nisoria, Barred Warbler (1564a)

2 Sylvia communis, Whitethroat (1566)

3 Syivia hortensis, Orphean Warbler (1565)

4 Sylvia curruca minula, Lesser Whitethroat (1569)

5  ssp althaea of 1569 (1570)

6  ssp biythi of 1569 (1567)

7 Sylvia nana, Desert Warbler (1571)

8 Leptopoecile sophiae, Stoliczka’s Tit-Warbler (1633)

9  ssp obscura of 1633 (1634)

10 Regulus regulus, Goldcrest (1628-1631)

11 Sylvia mystacea, Ménétriés’s Warbler (1571a)

12 Leptopoecile elegans, Crested Tit-Warbler (1632)

13 Prinia socialis, Ashy Wren-Warbler (1516-1518)

14 ssp stewarti of 1517 (15195)

15 Prinia cinereocapilla, Hodgson’s Wren-Warbler (1507)
16 Prinia rufescens, Rufous Wren-Warbler (1501)

17 Prinia hodgsonii, Ashy-grey Wren-Warbler (1502-1505)

Plate 85

1 Locustella certhiola, Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler (1542-1543)
2 Schoemicola platyura, Broadtailed Grass Warbler (1546)

3 Locustella naevia, Eastern Grasshopper Warbler (1545)

4 ssp obscurior of 1545 (RE)

5 Megalurus palustris, Striated Marsh Warbler (1548)

6 Chactornis striatus, Bristled Grass Warbler (1547)

7 Prinia graalis, Streaked Wren-Warbler (1508—1509)

8 Prinia buchanani, Rufousfronted Wren-Warbler (1506)

ix
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9 Locustella lanceolata, Streaked Grasshopper Warbler (1544)
10 Acvocephalus melanopogon, Moustached Sedge Warbler (1495)
11 Prinia atrogularis, Blackthroated Hill Warbler (1529-1530)
12 Prinia subflava, Plain Wren-Warbler (1510-1514)

13 Prinia sylvatica, Jungle Wren-Warbler (1519-1523)

14 ssp sindiana of 1525 (1524)

15 Prinia flaviventris, Yellowbellied Wren-Warbler (1525)

16  ssp. cinerascens of 1531 (1532)

17 Prinia burnesii, Longtailed Grass. Warbler (1531)

18 Scotocerca inguieta, Streaked Scrub Warbler (1533)

19 Prinia criniger, Brown Hill Warbler (1526-1528)

20 Cisticola juncidis, Streaked Fantail Warbler (1498-1500a)
21 Graminicola bengalensis, Large Grass Warbler (1534)

22 Cisticola exilis, Fantail Warbler (1496-—1497)

Plate 86

Hippolais languida, Upcher’s Tree Warbler (1564)

Phylloscopus neglectus, Plain Leal Warbler (1577)

Hippolais caligata, Booted Tree Warbler (1562-1563)
Phylloscopus collybita, Chiffchafl (1574-1576)

Phylloscopus tytleri, Tytler’s Leal Warbler (1578)

Phylloscopus affinis, Tickell's Leal Warbler (1579)

Cettia flavolivacea, Aberrant Bush Warbler (1481, 1580)
Phylloscopus griseolus, Olivaceous Leaf Warbler (1581)
Phylloscopus subviridis, Brooks’s Leaf Warbler (1593)

10 Phylloscopus inornatus, Yellowbrowed Leaf Warbler (1590-1592)
11 Phylloscopus fuscatus, Dusky Leal Warbler (1584—1586)

12 Phylloscopus fuligiventer, Smoky Leaf Warbler (1582-1583)

13 Phylloscopus schwarzi, Radde’s Leal Warbler (1612a)

14 Phylloscopus pulcher, Orangebarred Leaf Warbler (1588, 1589)
15 Phylloscopus proregulus, Pallas’s Leal Warbler (1594-1596)

16 Phylloscopus maculipennis, Greyfaced Leaf Warbler (1597-1599)
17 Phylloscopus cantator, Blackbrowed or Yellowfaced Leal Warbler (1612)
18 Phylloscopus occipitalis, Large Crowned Leafl Warbler (1606)

19 ssp coronatus of 1606 (1607)

20 Phylloscopus reguloides, Crowned Leal Warbler (1608-1611)

21 Phylloscopus trochiloides, Greenish Leal Warbler (1602—-1605; 1572)
22 Phylloscopus magnirostris,* Largebilled Leaf Warbler (1601)
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Plate 87

Rhipidura hypoxantha, Yellowbellied Fantail Flycatcher (1450)
Seicercus burkii, Blackbrowed Flycatcher-Warbler (1614-1615a)
Abroscopus albogularis, Whitethroated Flycatcher-Warbler (1626)
Abroscopus schisticeps, Blackfaced Flycatcher-Warbler (1624-1625)
Seicercus affinis, Allied Flycatcher-Warbler (1613)

Abroscopus superciliaris, Yellowbellied Flycatcher-Warbler (1622-1623)
Seicercus xanthoschistos, Greyheaded Flycatcher-Warbler (1616-1619)
Culicicapa ceylonensis, Greyheaded Flycatcher (1449)

Seicercus poliogenys, Greycheeked Flycatcher-Warbler (1620)

10 Abroscopus hodgsoni, Broadbilled Flycatcher-Warbler (1627)

11 Orthotomus sutorius, Tailor Bird (1535-1539)

12 Orthotomus cucullatus, Goldenheaded Tailor Bird (1541)

13 Seicercus castaniceps, Chestnut-headed Flycatcher-Warbler (1621)

14 Orthotomus atrogularis, Blacknecked Tailor Bird (1540)

15 Tesia cyaniventer, Yellowbrowed Ground Warbler (1471)

16 Tesia olivea, Slatybellied Ground Warbler (1472)

|7 Tesia castancocoronata, Chestnut-headed Ground Warbler (1473)
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COLOUR PLATES

Plate 88

Brachypteryx stellata, Gould’s Shortwing (1635)
Brachypteryx hyperythra, Rustybellied Shortwing (1636)
Brachypteryx leucophrys, Lesser Shortwing (1639)
Brachypteryx major, Rufousbellied Shortwing (1637-1638)
Brackypteryx montana, Whitebrowed Shortwing (1640)
Erithacus megarhynchos, Nightingale (1642)

Erithacus calliope, Rubythroat (1643)

Erithacus pectoralis, Himalayan Rubythroat (1647-1649)
Erithacus svecicus, Bluethroat (1644-1646a)

Erithacus pectardens, Firethroat (1652)

Erithacus brunneus, Blue Chat (1650, 1651)

Erithacus cyane, Siberian Blue Chat (1653)

Erithacus indicus, Whitebrowed Bush Robin (1659)
Enithacus cyanurus, Redflanked Bush Robin (1654-1656)
Erithacus chrysaeus, Golden Bush Robin (1657-1658)
Irania gutturalis, Whitethroated Robin (SE)

Erithacus hyperythrus, Rufousbellied Bush Robin (1660)

Plate 89

Erythropygia galactotes, Rulous Chat (1641)
Phoenicurus erythronotus, Eversmann’s Redstart (1669)
Phoenicurus ochruros rufiventris, Black Redstart (1672)
ssp phoenicuroides of 1672 (1671)
Phoenicurus caeruleocephalus, Blueheaded Redstart (1670)
Phoenicurus phoenicurus, Whitefronted Redstart (1673)
Phoenicurus hodgsoni, Hodgson’s Redstart (1674)
Phoenicurus frontalis, Bluefronted Redstart (1675)
Phoenicurus schisticeps, Whitethroated Redstart (1676)
Phoenicurus erythrogaster, Guldenstadt’s Redstart (1678)
Phoenicurus auroreus, Daurian Redstart (1677)
Rhyacornis fuliginosus, Plumbeous Redstart (1679)
Hodgsonius phoenicuroides, Hodgson's Shortwing or Whitebellied Redstart (1680)
Cinclidium leucurum, Whitetailed Blue Robin (1681)
Cinclidium frontale, Bluefronted Robin (1682)
Saxicoloides fulicata, Indian Robin (1720-1721)
ssp cambaiensis of 1720 (1717-1719)
Cercomela fusca, Brown Rock Chat (1692)
Chaimarromis leucocephalus, Whitecapped Redstart or River Chat (1716)

xi



CHANGES IN TERRITORIAL NAMES

The Handbook relies on observations made during the last hundred years,
during which period many areas have changed their names and boundaries.
The authors have striven to keep up with changes which have taken place
during the writing and publication of the ten volumes, and hope the
following notes will be helpful in interpretation.

ANDHRA PrapesH. Until 1953 the northern half of Madras State, including the
deltas of the Krishna and Godavari rivers and the arid hills of the Eastern
Ghats.

ARUNACHAL PrapEsH.  ‘The Province of the Dawn.” The Himalayas east of Bhutan,
including the Dafla, Abor, Miri and Mishmi hills. Before 1972 this area was
the North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA), comprising the Kameng,
Subansiri, Siang and Luhit frontier divisions.

AssaM. Before 1947 this province included Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Nagaland (qq.v.). In 1972 it was restricted to the
Brahmaputra Valley.

BancLapesH. Constituted in 1971, formerly East Pakistan. Besides the Brahmaput-
ra plains it includes the Chittagong Hill Tracts in the south.

BenGAL. Prior to 1947 the Ganges-Brahmaputra delta area, later divided into
Bangladesh (q.v.) and West Bengal.

HarvANA. The fertile plains area north and west of Delhi, formerly part of the
Punjab (q.v.).

HimacHAL PraDEsH. ‘The Snowy Province.” The Himalayan hill States were united
under this name in 1948, and in 1966 the area was enlarged by the hill
regions of the Punjab.

MEeGHALAYA.  ‘Cloud-land.” The Garo, Jaintia, Khasi and Cachar hill districts,
constituted a separate State in 1972.

MizoraM. The Lushai or Mizo Hills area, constituted a separate State in 1972.
Nacaranp. The Naga Hills area, constituted a separate State in 1962.
NEFA. Now Arunachal Pradesh, q.v.

OupH (=Awadh). The eastern Gangetic plains, now part of Uttar Pradesh
(‘Northern Province’), the name given in 1950 to the United Provinces (of
Agra and Oudh).

PakisTaN. Before 1972 West Pakistan, including Sind, Baluchistan, Punjab (q.v.),
the North-West Frontier Province and Bahawalpur.

PunjaB. Prior to 1947 the whole of the northern plains area watered by the Indus
and its five tributaries, namely Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej.
Divided in 1947 into West Punjab (Pakistan) and East Punjab (India). In
1966 East Punjab was further divided into Punjab, Haryana and Himachal
Pradesh (qq.v.).

SAURASHTRA. The ‘Goodly Land’ of Kathiawar. The union of States was merged
with Bombay in 1956 and since 1960 has been part of Gujarat.

Sri Lanka. The official name of Ceylon since May 1972.

Tamir Nabu. The name given to Madras State in 1969.

x1i



Terms used in the description of
a bird’s plumage and parts

Topography of a sparrow

1A Maxilla (=upper mandible) 18 Scapulars
1B Mandible (=lower mandible) 19 Tertials

2 Nostril 20 Secondaries )
3 Forehead 21 Primaries } (remiges)
4 Iris 22 Primary coverts
5 Supercilium 23 Greater coverts
6 Crown 24 Bastard wing (alula)
7 Hind crown 25 Median coverts
8 Ear-coverts 26 Lesser coverts
9 Malar region (malar stripe, 27 Chin
moustache) 28 Throat
10 Lores 29 Breast
11 Side of neck 30 Belly (abdomen)
12 Hindneck (=nape) 31 Tarsus
13 Back 32 Inner toe
14 Rump 33 Middle toe
15 Upper tail-coverts 34 Outer toe
16 Tail (rectrices) 35 Hind toe (hallux)

17 Under tail-coverts



ABBREVIATIONS

Bull. BOC  Bulletin of the British Omithologists’ Club
Dementiev  Birds of the Soviet Union
FBI Fauna of British India, Birds

Ind. Hb. Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan
J. Om. Joumal fiir Omithologie, Berlin

JBNHS Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society
PZS Proceedings of the Zoological Society, London
SF Stray Feathers

SZ Spolia Zeylanica

Witherby The Handbook of British Birds

Abbreviated references to.persons frequently quoted

Abdulali or HA
Alexander or HGA
Baker

Biswas or BB
Desfayes or MD
Diesselhorst or GD
Hartert

Hume

Inglis

Inskipp & Inskipp
Jerdon

Kinnear or NBK
Meinertzhagen or RM
Murphy

Osmaston or BBO
Paynter or RAP
Peters

Phillips

Ripley or SDR
Salim Ali or SA
Stresemann or Stres.
TJR or Roberts
Ticehurst or CBT
Whistler or HW

Humayun Abdulali
Horace G. Alexander
E. C. Stuart Baker
Biswamoy Biswas
Michel Desfayes
Gerd Diesselhorst
Emst Hartert

A. O. Hume

C. M. Inglis

T. P. & C. Inskipp
T. C. Jerdon

Sir Norman B. Kinnear
Col. R. Meinertzhagen
R. C. Murphy

B. B. Osmaston

R. A. Paynter

J. L. Peters

W. W. A Phillips
S. Dillon Ripley
Silim Ali

Erwin Stresemann

T. J. Roberts

Claud B. Ticehurst
Hugh Whistler



Order PASSERIFORMES (cont.)
Family MusciCAPIDAE (cont.)
Subfamily SvLviiNAE: Warblers

For description and morphological details see Baker, E. C. S., 1924, FBI 2: 382-5
(Family Sylviidae); Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A. J., 1959: 525; Voous, K. H., 1964,
article ‘Warbler’ in Thomson, A. L. (ed.), A New Dictionary of Birds, London & New
York.

Genus TEes1a Hodgson

Tesia Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 6: 101. Type, by subsequent
designation, Gray, 1840, List Gen. Bds.: 27, T. gyaniventris = T. cyaniventer Hodgson

Oligura Hodgson, 1844, in Gray, Zool. Misc.: 82. Type, by subsequent designation,
Zimmer & Vaurie, 1954, Bull. Brit. Ormn. Cl. 74: 41, Tesia flaviventer Hodgson

Chorotesia [sic] Delacour, 1942, Ibis: 515 = Chlorotesia, 1943, Ibis 85: 125. Type, by
monotypy, Sylvia? castaneocoronata Burton

Bill equal to or a little longer than half the length of head, broad at base
compressed at tip. Rictal bristles short. Tarsus very long. Wing very short and
rounded. Tail extremely short.

Key to the Species

Page
A Underpartsyellow.............. ... . ... ..., T. castaneocoronata 4
B Underparts not yellow
1 Underparts slate-colour; crown yellowish green, different from back
................................................... T. olivea 3
2 Underparts ashy grey; crown olive, concolorous with back .........
............................................... T. ¢yaniventer 1

1471. Yellowbrowed Ground Warbler. Tesia cyaniventer Hodgson

Tesia cyaniventer Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 6: 101 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 475 (part), Vol. 1: 463
Plate 87, fig. 15

LocAL NaMEs.  Tisi (Nepal); Samtit-tammong (Lepcha); Ting-linrui bermai-ga (Kacha
Naga).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 9 cm (3'2 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A tiny, tailless, dark-coloured, wren-like terrestrial
bird. Above, olive-green; a long yellowish green supercilium. A
noticeable black, post-ocular stripe betwcen the yellowish
supercilium and the grey sides of head, Below, ashy grey. Sexes

N , alike.

The very similar T. olivea has dark slate-coloured under-
parts, much less prominent post-ocular stripe, and orange-red
or decp orange base of lower mandible (v. yellow or orange in

5 & 1 this species).

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common resi-

dent subject to seasonal vertical movements; from Garhwal (Baker) and



2 SYLVIINAE

central Nepal (Inskipp & Inskipp, 1985) east through Darjeeling, Sikkim,
Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, thence south through Nagaland, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Assam and Bangladesh to the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Breeds
between 1500 and 2550 m, mostly above 1800 m, generally in a higher zone
than T. olivea; winters from ¢. 1800 m down to the foothills, sparingly entering
the plains of the Brahmaputra. In the breeding season affects bamboo and
dense shady forest near small streams in wet ravines with tangled
undergrowth of ferns and nettles. In winter may be seen in evergreen and
secondary jungle, shady deciduous and sal forest.

Extralimital. Southeastern Tibet south of the main range and east to
Yunnan and the Indochinese countries. A closely allied species in Java.

GENERAL HABITS. Usually seen singly but sometimes joins mixed
itinerant parties of insectivorous birds. Keeps on or near the ground,
skulking in dense undergrowth, bamboo, large nettles and ferns up to three
metres high. Extremely inquisitive and restless; dances ceaselessly among the
stalks, now clambering up one, now hopping to the next or jumping up and
down the same stem like some clockwork toy; may occasionally ascend trees
up to about six metres.

FooD. Ants and other insects; spiders.

voicE and caLLs. A sharp, characteristic tchirik identical to that of
T. olivea (SDR) and a sharp tsik or a rapid tsik tsik tsik tsik . . . of alarm
(Heinrich). Also a churrr, churrr . .. (Fleming). Song, a short, clear phrase
consisting of a soft, twittering introduction of twe or three syllables
somewhat hesitatingly linked together, followed by three trilled notes in
quick succession and ending on a short lower note: tsitsi-tjatjutja tjo
(Heinrich), also rendered as a clear rippling whistled ‘pip-pipy-pip, pippety-pip’
(Stanford). The song, surprisingly loud for so tiny a creature, is uttered as
the bird hops about close to the ground. Another distinctive utterance
consists of three high-pitched descending notes with a pause of one to two
seconds between cach note (Smythies). Both call and song deceptively
ventriloquial. Song period chiefly April and May.

BREEDING. Season, May to July. Nest, a ball of green moss, some 10 to
12 cm in diameter, lined with moss roots or fine moss and with a circular
entrance-hole ¢. 4 cm across, near the top; placed 30 cm or so up in low
bushes, in creepers or in long streamers of moss growing against tree-trunks,
less often against rocks. Eggs, 3 to 5, usually 4, bright, pale pink profusely
stippled with tiny specks of bright brick-red. Average size of 50 eggs 17-4 X
1229 mm (Baker).

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters.

Young, above browner, less green than adult. Underparts entirely greyish olive.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
o o) 47-54 13-15 22-25 18-20 mm
1°2% 44-50 13-15 22-25 17-19 mm

(BB, SA, NBK, Stres., MD)
Weight 4 0T 86-95; | @ 84 g (Hume, Cripps); 3 09 10-12 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible blackish horny, lower
yellow to dull orange; inside gape reddish orange. Legs and feet dark olivaceous.
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1472. Slatybellied Ground Warbler. Tesid olivea (McClelland)

Saxicola? olivea McClelland, 1839 (1840), in Horsfield,
Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 161 (Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 475 (part), Vol. 1: 463

Plate 87, fig. 16

LOCAL NAMES. Samtit-tammong (Lepcha); Ting-linrui bermai-ga (Kacha Naga).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 9 cm (3% in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A tiny, tailless, dark-coloured, wren-like bird, very
similar to 1471. Above, back dark olive-green, crown yellowish green, but
contrast not appreciable except at very close range. A dark post-ocular
stripe, hardly noticeable in the field. Below, dark slaty. Sexes alike.

T. oyaniventer (1471) has paler, ashy grey underparts and its black,
post-ocular stripe is very distinct; its lower mandible is orange-yellow or
yellow (v. bright orange-red or deep orange in olivea).

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common, resident subject to
seasonal vertical movements. Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan, Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya in the Khasi Hills (specimen in Koelz Coll.),
Assam and Manipur. Altitudinal distribution little known. There are no
summer records for our territory; in Burma the species has been recorded at
1500 and 2000 m. It evidently breeds in a lower zone than T. cyaniventer.
Winters from at least 1000 m down to the foothills, sparingly entering the
plains. Affects dense undergrowth of ferns, nettles and weeds in humid,
tropical forest.

Extralimital. Extends to Yunnan and Vietnam.

GENERAL HABITS. Solitary. Keeps near the ground, extremely restless,
never still. Hops about so lightly among the rootstocks that hardly a leaf stirs
to betray its position though its insistent ventriloquistic tchirik-tchirik may
proclaim its presence only a few metres away. Has an amusing habit of
Jjumping back and forth along the same branch like a clockwork toy; also of
clapping its wings up over its back every now and then.

Foop. Insects and spiders.

voicE and cALLs. A sharp tchirik-tchink (SDR); distinctive and rather
ventriloquial. Specific description of song as compared with that of 1471 very
desirable.

BREEDING. Unrecorded or confused with that of T. cyaniventer.

Museun Diagnosis.  See Field Characters. Young undescribed.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
gg :;:i; } 13-14 21-24 16-21 mm
(NBK, SA, MD)

Weight 1 & 6 g (Hume); 2 @ @, 1 o? 6-9 g (SA).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible blackish, lower
orange-red or deep orange yellowish towards tip. Legs and feet brown; soles
olive-yellow.
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1473. Chestnut-headed Ground Warbler. Tesia castaneocoronata
castaneocoronata (Burton)

Sylvia? castaneo-coronata Burton, 1836 (1835), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 152
(Himalayas, restricted to Nepal by Ripley, Synopsis, 1961, Ist ed.: 441)
Tesia castaneocoronata regia Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Ipst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 11
(Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 476, Vol. |: 465
Plate 87, fig. 17

LocaL NAMES. Tisi (Nepal); Samtit-pho (Lepcha).

sizE. Sparrow —; length ¢. 8 cm(3 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A tiny, wren-like bird with bright yellow under-
parts and extremely short tail. Above, forehead, crown and nape
bright chestnut, rest of upperparts olive-green. Below, throat
bright lemon-yellow; breast and belly yellow washed with olive;
flanks olive. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common resi-
dent, subject to seasonal vertical movements; from Kangra
(Kulu and Parbati valleys) east along the Himalayas to
Arunachal Pradesh in the Mishmi Hills, (Nagaland and
Manipur?), Meghalaya and Mizoram (Koelz); also to the Chittagong Hill
Tracts of Bangladesh (Rashid). Breeds between 1800 and 4000 m, more
commonly above 2400 m and locally up to 3900 m (central Nepal—Polunin,
JBNHS 52: 890). Winters from ¢. 1800 m down to the foothills, entering the
adjacent plains in the Brahmaputra Valley. Affects undergrowth in high,
rather open forest, whether light brushwood, ferns, nettles, dense bushes or
impenetrable dwarf bamboo, especially in dank ravines and in the vicinity of
streamlets. In winter (October to March) may be seen in dense scrub along
shady nullahs and in secondary forest.

Extralimital. Burma. The species extends to Sichuan and northern
Vietnam.

GENERAL HABITS. Solitary or sometimes in company with T. cyaniventer; in
pairs during the breeding season. Though shy and elusive, it is not quite as
difficult to see and not as restless as the latter or 7. olivea. It is also less of a
ground bird though it generally keeps within a metre or so from the ground,
hopping about in cover or sometimes among moss-covered boulders or fallen
logs.

Display. ‘Two birds were in the same bush one keeping mostly to the
upper branches where it ran or rather strutted backwards and forwards with
wings drooping, bill turned straight upwards, yellow throat puffed out, tiny
tail held bolt upright, uttering a continual, rapid tsk tsk tsk . . . . The second
bird behaved in exactly the same way in the lower part of the bush. Every
now and again the two birds would approach each other, the excitement
rising to fever pitch, but when about two inches apart they would turn away
and resume their initial positions. This was repeated again and again for an
hour until I was obliged to leave and never discovered if they were a pair in
courtship display or two males challenging each other’ (Proud, JBNHS 55:
349).

FooD. Insects and spiders.

x el
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voick and caLts. A chattering chiruk-chiruk like that of 1472 (SA). A
single, loud and piercing tzeet sometimes repeated twice in alarm (various
authors). A single, distinctive wee repeated at intervals of several seconds
(SDR). The body is jerked when the call-note is uttered. A very loud song of
four shrill notes, not unlike that of Culicicapa (Osmaston), reminiscent of that
of Tesia cyaniventer but thinner and more twittering (Heinrich); rendered by
Smythies as sip, sip-it-up. Song period in Nepal March to June (Proud).

BREEDING. Season, May to July. Nest, a neat but rather flimsy ball of moss
lined with rootlets and feathers woven into and suspended from a smalil
branch within a couple of metres of the ground. Eggs, 2, uniform dark
terracotta or dull chestnut with a faint cap of mottlings at the large end.
Average size of 18 eggs 17-4 X 129 mm (Baker). Incubation by both sexes;
period undetermined. Brood-parasitism by Cuculus poliocephalus reported by
Baker (JBNHS 17: 353; locality corrected p. 841).

Museum DiacNosis. See Field Characters.

Young very distinctive: above (including crown), dark olive-green with a brownish
tinge; below chestnut.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
od 47-53 11-12 21-24 26-29 mm
154" 45-50 11-12 21-24 22-26 mm

(SA, BB, Stresemann)
Weight 0'Q 8-10 g (GD, SDR, SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible horny brown, lower
yellowish to orange at base, brown at tip. Legs and feet olive-brown or greenish
yellow.

Genus CETTIA Bonaparte

Cettia Bonaparte, 1834, Icon. Fauna Italica I, text to pl. 29. Type, by original
designation, Sylvia Cetti Marmora

Horeites Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 30. Type, by subsequent
designation, H. pollicaris = brunnifrons Hodgson

Neornis Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 590. Type, by monotypy, N.
Slavolivacea Blyth

Homochlamys Salvadori, 1870, Atti R. Acad. Sci. Torino 5: 510. Type, by monotypy,
H. luscinia Salvadori = Arundinax canfurians Swinhoe

Urosphena Swinhoe, 1877, Ibis: 204, 205. Type, by monotypy, Tribura squamiceps
Swinhoe

Urophlexis Stejneger, 1892, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 15: 341. New name for Urosphena
Swinhoe, not preoccupied

CL Delacour, J., 1942, Ibis: 509-19; 1943, ibid.: 27-31

Bill thin, narrow and pointed; some short and fine rictal bristles. Tail rounded, of
ten broad and soft rectrices; laterals shorter than middle pair. Eggs characteristic,
dark terracotta.
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Key to the Species

Page
I Abdomenpaleyellow ............................ C. acanthizoides 15
Il Abdomen buffish or whitish
A Crown differently coloured from back
I Tarsusover20mm ................................. C. major 12
2 Tarsusunder20mm ............................ C. brunnifrons 16
B Crown not contrastingly different from back
3 Upperparts and tail rufousbrown ...................... C. cetti 19
4 Upperparts olive-brown
a  Tarsus 20 mm or less; under tail-coverts cream-buff .. C. pallidipes 6
b Tarsus over 20 mm; under tail-coverts olive-buff
i Throat and breast greyish; no band across breast .............
........................................... C. flavolivacea 13
ii Throat and breast fulvous; a slightly darker band across breast
o Tarsus23mmorover .......................... C. diphone 8
0o Tarsusunder23mm......................... . C. montana 9
CetT1A PALLIDIPES (Blanford): PALEFOOTED Busu WARBLER
Key to the Subspecies
More olive above; belly tinged withbufl .................. C. p. pallidipes
Richer, more rufous above; centre of belly a purer white . . . . . G. p. osmastoni

1474. Cettia pallidipes pallidipes (Blanford)
Phylloscopus pallidipes Blanford, 1872, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 41: 162

(Sikkim)
Baker, FBI No. 913, Vol. 2: 508
Plate 83, fig. 1
LOCAL NAME. Daotisha gashim (Cachari).
size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A small warbler of the foothills. Above, brown with a
pale supercilium and a noticeable dark stripe through eye. Below, cream-
coloured, with pale yellowish legs. Sexes alike. As for most bush warblers,
recognized mostly by its song (q.v.), which is charactenstic.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move-
ments; on the whole scarce and probably often overlooked, but locally
common. The Himalayan foothills from Dehra Dun (Osmaston, JBNHS 26:
426) east through Nepal, Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan, Arunachal Pradesh
(Ali & Ripley, JBNHS 48: 31), Meghalaya in the Khasi and Assam in the
Cachar hills. No records from Nagaland or Manipur though it occurs in
northern Burma. Breeding zone not satisfactorily known, most records lying
between December and April. In the west, appears to breed in the duns and
has been recorded in the terai until May. Said to breed around Darjeeling
and in Sikkim at ¢. 12001500 m (Baker, Nidification 2: 461). In Meghalaya,
breeds above ¢. 1000 m (Baker, loc. cit.). May also breed in the Eastern
Ghats: a specimen collected at Sankrametta, 1000 m (Visakhapatnam dist.)
on 12 April. Winters in the foothills, terai, duars and adjacent plains
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Cettia pallidipes
T I I 1 | ]
30
]
=
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Distributional ranges
pallidspes (1474)- L1 omastoni (1475).

(northern Bengal); Rashid (1967) lists it as a winter visitor to the Bangladesh
foothills and the Chittagong region. Affects grass-and-bush jungle on the
edge of sal forest, secondary jungle, and glades in evergreen or in pine forest.

Extralimital. Northern Burma. The species extends to Laos, northern
Vietnam and southern China. Also Andaman Islands.

GENERAL HABITS. An adept skulker, often heard, rarely seen. When
disturbed, will flutter through the grass to the farther edge of a thicket and
scuttle to the next cluster just off the ground, scarcely allowing a glimpse of
itself.

FooD. Insects.

voicE and caiLs. A most characteristic peculiar song, loud and
persistent, rendered as rip . . . nip-chick-achuck. Also a fast-repcated paree-choop
and niti-jee (Fleming). Alarm-note chick-chick (Osmaston).

BREEDING. Season, May to July. Nest, a rather untidy ball of grass lined
with feathers, and placed in bushes overgrown with grass. Eggs, probably 4,
decp mahogany-red, not distinguishable from those of C. m. fortipes (1478)
and pallida (1477). Average size of 40 eggs 17-1 X 131 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacnosis.  See Key to the Species; for details of plumage Baker, loc.
cit.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
o)e) 47-55 c. 14 19-20 45-52 mm
9 52-57 c. 14 19-20 41-43 mm

(BB, HW, SDR)
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, lower
flesh-colour. Legs and feet flesh-colour.

1475. Cettia pallidipes osmastoni (Hartert)

Horeites pallidipes osmastoni Hartert, 1908, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 21: 107
(Andaman Is.)
Baker, FBI No. 914, Vol. 2: 509

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1474, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, common but localized.
South Andaman Island (Mt Harriet). Affects dense undergrowth in high or
secondary forest.

GENERAL HABITS and Foop. Probably as in 1474.

voicE and carLs. Described as ‘most characteristic and peculiar, of 3
or 4 notes only, loud for the size of the bird, and insistent’ (Osmaston,
JBNHS 35: 892-3).

BREEDING. Season, May to July. Nest, a deep cup of dry bamboo leaves
very loosely put together, lined with fine flowering grass-heads or rootlets
and supported by the stems and leaf stalks of a plant, near the ground. Eggs,
4, bright chestnut, mottled all over, especially at the large end with a deeper
shade of chestnut. Average size of 8 eggs 17 X 13-6 mm (Baker).

Museum Diagnosis.  Differs from the nominate race (1474) in being a darker,
richer brown above, more rufous, less olive. Flanks and sides of breast washed with
richer, more ochre brown. Centre of abdomen a purer white.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
de 51-53 c. 12 c. 21 36-37 mm
(Baker)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Not recorded.

1476. Japanese Bush Warbler. Cettia diphone canturians (Swinhoe)

Arundinax canturians Swinhoe, 1860, Ibis: 52
(Amoy in winter, Shanghai in summer)
Baker, FBI No. 916, Vol. 2: 511
Plate 83, fig. 2

rocaL NAMES. None recorded.

size. Sparrow %; length J ¢. 16; @ ¢. 14 cm (5%2-6'2 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. The largest bush warbler, superficially very similar
to and confusable with Thickbilled Warbler [Phragamaticola aedon (1549)].

Above, russet brown, browner on head. A pale supercilium and a dark
stripe through eye. Below, dull white washed with fulvous on breast and
belly. Flanks fulvous. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Accidental winter visitor. Two
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records from Cachar (Assam) [Hume, SF 11: 202-4 (1 Jan. 1881) and Baker,
FBI 2: 511]. Affects thick brushwood and reeds.

Extralimital. Breeds in northern China; winters in Taiwan, the Philip-
pines, southern China and the Indochinese countries. The species extends
from southeastern Siberia to Japan and the Philippines.

GENERAL HABITS. Skulks in dense bushes like other bush warblers. In
winter may be seen in large banyan trees, exploring quite openly the boughs
of these trees (La Touche). ‘If hard pressed quietly slips out of the other side
of the bush and flits to a further cover’ (Swinhoe).

Foop. Insects. Diptera and larvae in gizzard of a specimen collected.

voick and caLLs. Alarm, a harsh ckarr. Call-note, a discreet though fairly
loud chak-chak (La Touche). The abrupt song not given in winter.

BREEDING. Extralimital.

MuseuM DiacNosis. See Key to the Species.

MEASUREMENTS. (Note the great difference in size of the sexes.)

Wing Tarsus Tail
agd 72-79 28-30 68-79 mm
Q9 59-64 23-25 57-59 mm

(La Touche)
Bill from skull d' ¢. 17-18; @ 15-16 mm
COLOURS OF BARE PARTs. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible brown, lower
mandible and edge of upper greyish pink. Legs and feet pinkish grey.

CeTtia MONTANA (Horsfield)!: STRoNGFOOTED Busi WARBLER

Key to the Subspecies

Morerufousabove .............. ... ..ol C. m. fortipes
Moreoliveabove .. ....... . ... C. m. pallida

1477. Cettia montana pallida (Brooks)

Horeites pallidus Brooks, 1872, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 41: 78 (Kashmir)
Baker, FBI No. 912, Vol. 2: 507

LocaL NaME. Dofa pich (Kashmir).

size. Sparrow —; length c¢. 11 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1478. See Museum Diagnosis. Better identified
by its striking song (q.v.).

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common altitudinal migrant. The
western Himalayas from Swat across the Indus Valley east to western Nepal
(Fleming & Traylor, Fieldiana 53: 178). Breeds above 1800 m, mostly
between 1200 m in the west and 3000 m. Winters (end of October to April)
from ¢. 1800 m down to the foothills, seldom venturing into adjacent plains
(Peshawar, Campbellpore). Affects bush-covered hillsides, mixed cultivation
and bushes or rank herbage, open mixed forest with plenty of undergrowth
and bushes along nullahs; noted in winter in sarpat grass.

! For discussion on use of montana versus fortipes, see JBNHS 65: 223 and 224. Also sec
D. Wells, Bull. B. O. C. 102 (2) for discussion of Fortipes sp. complex.
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GENERAL HABITS. As in 1478.

FooD. Insects.

voICE and caLLs. A single harsh pick or tchuk while skulking through
shrubbery, reminiscent of Phylloscopus griseolus (1581). A peculiar, unmistak-
able song, remarkably loud and far-carrying, consisting of two phrases, each
starting with a high-pitched long-drawn-out whistle of over one second,
immediately followed by a few quick, explosive notes, well rendered by
Osmaston as

You ... mixed-it-so-quick
Hell . .. beat-you

each phrase given alternately on a high and low key. See also 1478 for more
renderings and other notes. Song period March till end of August. Song
delivered perched hunch-backed on a twig, with plumage slightly fluffed out,
tail depressed, and wings drooped. Commencing with the initial whistle body
slowly tilted forward at 45° angle to the perch, and by the time the whistle
ends it has fully stretched forward. At the final outburst of notes, head
bobbed furiously, tail jerked, and each sequence appears sung at its loudest
(Nitin Jamdar, JBNHS 85: 194).

BREEDING. Season, May to August, chiefly June and July. May be
double-brooded. Nest and eggs as in 1478. Average size of 80 eggs 17-4 X 131
mm (Baker, Osmaston).

Museum Diacnosis. Differs from nominate fortipes (1478) in being less rufous
more olive above, and paler, more greyish olive below. For details of plumage see
Baker, loc. cit.

Young. Upperparts, ear-coverts and sides of head more olivaceous than in adult;
supercilium dull yellow. Underparts dull yellow washed with olive on flanks and
across breast.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
od c. 57 c. 14 c. 21 50-53 mm
8% 56-57 c. 14 21-22 ¢. 52 mm
(HW)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, lower
paler, dark at tip. Legs and feet brownish or fleshy brown.

1478.  Cettia montana fortipes (Hodgson)

Horornis fortipes Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 31 (The Cachar, Nepal)
Homochlamys fortipes manis Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration,
No. 1: 18 (Mawphlang, Khasi Hills)

Homochlamys fortipes mizorum Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration,
No. 1. 18 (Sangau, Lushai Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 910, Vol. 2: 506
Plate 83, fig. 3

LocAL NAME. Daotisha gashim (Cachari).
size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 11 cm (4 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. A small, skulking bush warbler better identified (in
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season) by its distinctive whistled, explosive song
(Q.v.). Above, dark rufous olive-brown; a narrow
buff supercilium to nape; a brown line from lores
through eye. Below, dull whitish washed with
olive-brown on sides of breast and fulvous on
flanks. Sexes alike.
i The smaller C. pallidipes (1474) may be
distinguished by its pale flesh-coloured or yellow-
ish legs (v. brownish in fortipes).

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. An altitudinal migrant, common
except in Nepal where it appears to be mostly replaced by C. brunnifrons.
From Nepal (Ilam district, Fleming & Traylor, Fieldiana 35: 540) east
through Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, thence south
through Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Assam and the
Chittagong Hill Tracts. Breeds between 2000 and 3300 m (in Meghalaya
from 1200 to 2000 m); winters from ¢. 2100 down to the foothills and, less
commonly, the adjacent plains of the Brahmaputra and northern Bengal.
Affects bush jungle, tea-gardens, open forest with dense undergrowth,
bamboo and bramble thickets, and lush vegetation on swampy ground. Its
absence from most of Nepal may be correlated with the lack of temperate dry
forest (see map of climatic types, Vol. 1, after p. xlvi).

Extralimital. Northern Burma. The species extends east to Taiwan and
south through the Sunda Islands to Timor and Borneo.

GENERAL HABITS. An arrant skulker often heard but extremely difficult
to see although it may sneak around almost within arm’s length. Solitary;
keeps close to the ground, hopping among bushes in search of food, seldom
ascending trees.

Foop. Insects.

voick and caLLs. A loud, staccato tyit-tyu-tyu, a soft churring alarm-note,
and a single tsik or chuk. Song, a thin, prolonged and rising whistle wheeeeee (c.
1 second) followed by a loud and quickly uttered (explosive), short phrase
chiwiyou, thus: wheeeeee . . . . chiwiyou (SA). The phrases, with some variations,
are alternately given in high and low pitches. Song period, March to August.
See also 1477.

BREEDING. Season, May to July. Nest, rather untidy, varying from a deep
cup to a domed or globular structure with a large entrance near the top;
made of broad-leaved grasses and copiously lined with feathers. Placed in
dense, low bushes within 50 cm from the ground, seldom higher. Eggs, 3 to 5,
usually 4, deep chestnut with a cloudy ring of deeper colour at the large end.
Average size of 60 eggs 173 X 13-4 mm (Baker). Incubation by both sexes;
period undetermined.

Museum DiacNosts.  Differs from pallida (1477) in being more rufous above, and
darker, more brownish below. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.

Wing, > ¢. |
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
ad 50-58 13-15 21-22 49-58 mm
1°1% 47-56 c. 14 20-22 44-53 mm

(Mayr, HW, Stevens, NBK, SA)
Weight 1 G 10; 2 @ @ 8, 9 g (SDR); 10 JQ 8-11-5 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill dark brown, base of lower mandible
pinkish horn. Legs and feet brownish flesh or yellowish brown.

CetTiA MAJOR (MOORE): LARGE BusH WARBLER

Key to the Subspecies

Browner,lessolive..................... ... o i i, C. m. vafer
Paler,moreolive ........... ... ... ... .. C. m. major

1479. Cettia major major (Moore)

Horeites major Moore, in Horsfield & Moore, 1854, Cat. Bds. Mus. E. I. Co. 1: 323
(Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 915, Vol. 2: 510
Plate 83, fig. 6

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark olive-brown bird with chestnut forehead and
crown. A long supercilium, rusty on lores, whitish beyond eye. Underparts
dull whitish. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, probably subject to vertic-
al movements. Garhwal and Kumaon (Koelz, Contrib. Inst. Regional
Exploration, No. 1: 18), Nepal (not recorded since Hodgson’s days), Sikkim,
Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh (upper Subansiri). The highest-altitude
bush warbler; found in summer between 3300 and 4000 m (Ludlow). Winter
data entirely lacking; recorded at 3900 and 2400 m in October. Affects dense
rhododendron jungle in silver fir forest at timber-line, or dwarf rho-
dodendron thickets beyond.

Extralimital. Extends to southeastern Tibet, Yunnan and Sichuan.

GENERAL HABITS. Nothing recorded except that it is a skulker.

roop. Insects.

voicE and carLs. Unrecorded.

BREEDING. Known only from a single nest sent to Baker from Sikkim, said
to have been taken on the Singalila Ridge at ‘over 16,000 ft’ (4880+ m). It
was globular, loosely made of grass and bamboo leaves outside, fine grass
and roots inside and lined with soft feathers; placed in scrub at the edge of
dense forest on a steep hillside. No date given but a bird with a yolk egg has
been collected on 10 June. Eggs, similar to those of C. montana. Size 18:3 X
139 mm (Baker). See also 1480, Breeding.

Museum Diacnosis.  For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.

Young. Above, olive-brown. Below, throat greenish white with faint dusky marks;
breast greenish grey; belly whitish. Younger birds are more washed with yellowish on
underparts.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
agad 63 (one) 14 23-24 44-51 mm
9 59, 61 (two) 14 — — mm

(Wing by NBK, bill by MD, tarsus and tail by Baker)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTs. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible brown, lower yellow.

1480. Cettia major vafer (Koelz)

Homochlamys major vafer Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 18
(Phulbari, Garo Hills)
Not in Baker, FBI

LocAL NAMES. None recorded.

sizé. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1479.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Scarce resident, subject to vertical
movements. Nagaland (Dimapur, Koelz, loc. cit.), Meghalaya in the Garo
(Koelz) and Assam in the Cachar hills, ‘confined to the highest peaks about
Hungrum’ (Baker, JBNHS 9: 22). Altitude in summer ¢. 1800 m; habitat
undescribed. See 1479.

GENERAL HABITS, FoOD and voice. Unrecorded.

BREEDING. No dates given. Nest, a very deep cup of fine grasses and a few
bamboo leaves outside, shreds of fine grass inside, lined with feathers. Of
three nests, one contained 3 eggs and two contained 2 each. Eggs similar in
colour to those of C. montana (Baker, JBNHS 9: 22). These records perhaps
dubious as not included subsequently in Nidification.

Museuu Diagnosis. Differs from major in being more saturated, browner, less
olive on back, crown more chestnut, less ferruginous (Koelz).

MEASUREMENTS. As in 1479.

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill pale yellowish brown, culmen and tip
darker. Legs and feet reddish flesh (Baker).

CernA rFLAvoLivacea (Hodgson): ABERRANT BusH WARBLER

Key to the Subspecies

Page

A Palerabove ............ ... ... . C. f. flavolivacea 14
B Darker above

1 Olivegreenabove.............................. C. [f. stresemanni 15

2 Olive-brownabove.............................. C. [ alexanden 15
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1481, 1580. Cettia flavolivacea flavolivacea (Hodgson)

N.(eornis) flavolivacca Hodgson, 1845, in Blyth, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 590
(Nepal) :
Phylloscopus subaffinis arcanus Ripley, 1950, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 63: 105
(Tikapur, Kailali District, western Nepal)'
Baker, FBI No. 906, Vol. 2: 502
Plate 83, fig. 4 and Plate 86, fig. 7

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERs. Superficially like a leaf warbler (Phylloscopus) with
yellowish underparts and no wing-bars. Above, olive-brown. A pale yellowish
supercilium and a dark line through eye. Sides of head mottled yellow and
brown. Below, dull fulvous yellow tinged with olive on throat and flanks.
Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical
movements. The Himalayas from Garhwal east through Nepal, Sikkim,
Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh in the Pachakshiri area (and probably
throughout the State at suitable altitudes). Breeds between 2400 and 3600 m;
recorded in winter between ¢. 700 and 2700 m. Affects long grass and thick
scrub, bamboo and ferns. In winter always near reed-beds (Inskipp &
Inskipp, 1985).

GENERAL HABITS. Usually difficult to see as it skulks in dense cover, but
sometimes inquisitive and not shy.

FooD. Insects.

voICE and cALLs. A harsh, grating alarm-note and a tsick call. Song, see
1483.

BREEDING. Season, May to August. Nest, domed with a side entrance,
made of grass and bamboo leaves, lined with feathers, usually placed at the
base of thick clumps of grass. Eggs, 3 or 4, varying from pink to dark
terracotta, with a darker crown at the large end. Average size of 11 eggs
172 X 126 mm (Baker).

Museun DiacNosis. See Key to the Species and Subspecies, and Field
Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit.

Young, like adults but edges of wings and tail darker. Underparts paler yellow,
not so buffish.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
do 53-57 c 14 22-23 47-57 mm
9 50-60 13-14 21-23 50-59 mm

(BB, Rand & Fleming, SA)
(Bill by Rand & Fleming: 1 d 15; 4 Q9 14-17 mm)
Weight 1| T 9 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill brown, paler yellowish brown on lower
mandible. Legs and feet pale yellowish brown.

! See P. Ahlstrom e al., Bull. BOC. September 1993.
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1482. Cettia flavolivacea stresemanni (Koelz)

Neornis flavolivaceus stresemanni Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration,
No. 1: 17 (Mawryngkneng, Khasi Hills)
Neomis flavolivaceus circumspectus Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration,
No. 1: 18 (Mawphlang, Khasi Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 907 (part), Vol. 2: 503

LocaL NAMEs. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1481, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move-
ments. Meghalaya in the Garo and Khasi hills, from ¢. 1200 m to the
summits. Reaches the foothills in winter (arriving in December). Affects long
grass and scrub, and bushes in pine forest.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VvoICE. As in 1481.

BREEDING. As in 1481.

Museuu Diagnosis.  Differs from flavolivacea in being darker above, dark greyish
olive instead of brownish olive. Underparts greenish yellow but flanks washed with
grey. Differs from alexanderi in being olive-green, not olive-brown, above; more citrine,
without strong orange-bufl wash, below.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Tail
7090 51-58 4 Jdd 52-58 mm
599 51-57 599 51-59 mm
(Koelz)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1483.

1483. Cettia flavolivacea alexanderi Ripley

Cettia flavolivacea alexanderi Ripley, 1951, Postilla, Yale Peabody Mus., No. 6: 6
(Phek-Meluri Road, 60 miles east of Kohima, Naga Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 907 (part), Vol. 2: 503

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.

s1ze. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1481, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move-
ments. Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram, from 1100 m in winter to 2900 m
in summer. Affects tall grass and light, second-growth scrub.

Extralimital. The species extends to northern Vietnam and Fujian.

GENERAL HABITS and Foop. As in 1481.

VoICE and cALLS. A short grating song (SDR). A short, extremely high
and thin whistled strophe (Heinrich).

BREEDING. As in 1481.

Museuu Diacnosis.  Differs from flavolivaces (1481) in being darker below, more
olive-bufl with dark buffy breast and flanks; from stressmanni (1482) in being
olive-brown above, not olive-green, and less yellow below with an orange-buff wash.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Tail
2 dd 52, 52 56, 57 mm
399 48-51 53-54 mm
(Koelz, SDR)

Weight 2 99 6, 7 g (SDR).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible black; lower mandible
yellowish, brown at tip, pinkish horn at base. Legs and feet flesh to pale brown.

1484. Hume’s Bush Warbler. Cettia acanthizoides brunnescens (Hume)

Horcites brunnescens Hume, 1872, Ibis: 109 (neighbourhood of Darjeeling)
Baker, FBI No. 909, Vol. 2: 505

Plate 83, fig. 7
LocAL NAMES. None recorded.
sizeé. Sparrow —; length ¢. 11 cm (4%2 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A skulking rufous-brown warbler with pale yellow
underparts. A broad pale buff supercilium. Sexes alike. For other details see
Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon or local resident, subject
to vertical movements. The Himalayas from Garhwal through Nepal,
Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh; from 2400 to 3300 m
(up to 3750 m in SE. Tibet). Recorded in winter at 1350 m (Garhwal) and ¢.
2100 m (Tibet), and in October at 2700 m (Tibet). Affects mostly dense
ringal bamboo (Arundinaria) in pure stands or in open forest.

Extralimital. The species extends east through southern China to Taiwan.

GENERAL HABITS. A warbler of the dense ringal bamboo on hillsides. A
great skulker, very difficult to observe.

Foop. Insects.

voicE and caLrs. Song described by observers variously as ‘most
amazing’, ‘extraordinary’, ‘striking’, and ‘peculiar’: a series of three or four
long-drawn-out, thin whistles each lasting about two seconds, uttered slowly
and deliberately in ascending scale, followed by several quick-repeated up
and down chee chew notes resembling call of Upland Pipit (Anthus sylvanus,
1873) (Ludlow, Osmaston). Alarm-note a quick birrh. Call-note ik, tik, tik
(Ludlow).

BREEDING. Season, May and June. Nest, a domed structure of grass and
bamboo leaves, copiously lined with feathers, the entrance near the top;
placed low down in bushes in thick ringal undergrowth, ¢. 50 cm from the
ground. Eggs, 2 or 3, deep terracotta with a ring or cap of darker tint at the
large end. Average size of 20 eggs 17 X 12-8 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacnosis.  Exposed portions of wings and tail brighter rufous than rest
of upperparts; lores and behind eye dark brown; cheeks and ear-coverts motted
brown and yellowish. Underparts greyish buff, browner on flanks.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
gd 52-56 12-13 21-22 40-49 mm
1°4% 47-50 11-12 —_ — mm

(NBK, Baker)
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill brown, lower mandible fleshy brown.
Legs and feet fleshy or yellowish brown.

Cettia BRUNNIFRONs (Hodgson): RurouscapPED BusH WARBLER

Key to the Subspecies

Page
A Palest, lessrufousonback ............ ... ... o000 C. b. whistleri 17
B Darker, morerufousonback ...................... C. b. brunnifrons 17
C Darkest, morerichly coloured ....................... C. b. muroides 18

1485. Cettia brunnifrons whistleri (Ticehurst)

Horeites brunnifrons whistleri Ticehurst, 1923, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 44: 28 (Simla)__
Baker, FBI No. 918, Vol. 2: 513

LocaL NaMes. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1486, q.v.

STATUs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common vertical migrant. The
western Himalayas from the Kaghan Valley, Hazara dist.,, Pakistan
(Roberts, JBNHS 78: 75), the Pir Panjal range in Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh and east to Mussooree (where it intergrades with brunnifrons). Breeds
between 3000 and 3600 m; winters between 1000 and 2100 m, probably
reaching the foothills locally. Movements take place in April and October.
Affects stunted juniper and furze on stony hillsides at or above tree-line, and
bushes around open margs. In winter frequents bush-clad hillsides and
undergrowth in open forest.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1486.

BREEDING. As in 1486.

Museum Diagnosts.  Differs from brunnifrons (1486) in being paler on head, paler
and less rufous on back and edges of wings, and in having paler under tail-coverts and
thighs.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTs. As in 1486,

1486. Cettia brunnifrons brunnifrons (Hodgson)

Prinia brunnifrons Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 29 (Northern region of
hills near snows, Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 917 (part), Vol. 2: 512
Plate 83, fig. 5

LOCAL NAME. Lik-lik-pho (Lepcha).

size. Sparrow —; length c¢. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, rufous olive-brown with a rufous-chestnut
crown, long buff supercilium and dark stripe from lores through eye, all
noticeable in the field. Below, throat and belly white; breast and sides grey;
flanks and vent olive-brown. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common vertical migrant. The
Himalayas from Mussooree, east through Nepal, Darjeeling, Sikkim and
Bhutan. Breeds between ¢. 2700 and 4000 m; winters from ¢. 2200 m down to
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the foothills. Affects dwarf rhododendron, Berberis, bamboo clumps and other
bushes in forest clearings and margins, and thickets in open coniferous forest
up to the limit of bracken growth. In winter frequents dense undergrowth in
open forest, tea-gardens, bushes and high grass in shady areas.

GENERAL HABITS. Generally a skulker difficult to observe, but at times
very inquisitive and forthcoming. Will perch on the top of a bush or rock to
utter its song within a few metres of the observer. Usually feeds among the
bushes but has been observed creeping on the ground in and out of crevices.
When forced to break cover, seldom rises much above the ground or flies far,
promptly diving into the nearest shrubbery, hardly giving a glimpse of itrelf.

FooD. Insects.

voickE and caLLs. Alarm-note, a shrill piercing whistle and a rasping
scolding note (Ludlow). Call-note a soft tsik . . . tsik. Song, very characteristic
and peculiar: a loud sip-ti-ti-sip uttered continuously, often followed by an
extraordinary sound, rather like that produced by somebody blowing
through a comb (Proud); ‘a curious grating mouse-like sound, twice repeated
and of a ventriloquial nature’ (Osmaston). Song period mid April to early
August with a resumption in September-October.

BREEDING. Season, May to early July. Nest, domed, made of grass, lined
with feathers and placed in low shrubs about 50 cm from the ground. Eggs,
usually 4, sometimes 3 or 5, varying {rom pale to dark terracotta with a cap of
deeper colour at the large end. Average size of 30 eggs 17°9 X 13 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacnosis. See Key to the Subspecies.

Young, head same colour as back which is slightly duller than that of adult.
Underparts greenish brown not grey, with a tinge of yellow. Supercilium light brown
not whitish.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
dad 42-51 11-12 18-20 43-45 mm
9 43-47 11-12 18-19 41-47 mm

(BB, Stevens, Stresemann, SA)
Weight 6 ' 8-9; 2 99 8,9 g (May-Oct.)—GD. 8 9 6-8 g (Oct.-March)—
SA.
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris hazel. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, lower pale
yellowish, darker at tip. Legs and feet pale brownish or greyish brown.

1487. Cettia brunnifrons muroides (Koelz)

Horeites brunnifrons muroides Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration,

No. 1: 18 (Bamanigaon, Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 917 (part), Vol. 2: 512

LOoCAL NAMES. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1486, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move-
ments: Arunachal Pradesh and adjacent Tibet from 3000 to 4000 m. Habitat
as in 1486. Winters from at least 1200 m down to the foothills and over the
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plains of the Brahmaputra, arriving in September; in the latter area
frequents bracken and grass, especially along rivers. Not known to breed
south of the Brahmaputra but recorded in Meghalaya at the edge of the
Garo-Khasi foothills in winter (Koelz, loc. cit.). Obtained in the Chin Hills
of Burma (season ?).

Extralimital. The species extends to northern Yunnan.

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and vOICE. As in 1486.

BREEDING. As in 1486.

Museum Diacnosis. Differs from brunnifrons (1486) in being darker and richer
coloured above.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1486.

1488. Cetti’s Warbler. Cettia cetti albiventris Severtzov

Celtia albiventris Severtzov, 1872, Vertik. Turkest. Zhivotn.: 131 (Kara Tau)
Cettia Cettioides Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1: 194 (Sind)
Baker, FBI No. 920, Vol. 2: 514
Plate 83, fig. 11

LOCAL NAMEs. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 12 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, entirely rufous brown. A short supercilium
and eye-ring whitish. Below, centre of throat, breast
and belly nearly white, flanks and vent greyish
brown. Sexes alike. The ruddy brown colour and
very broad longish round tail are diagnostic.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter
visitor to suitable habitat from the Vale of Pesha-

Tail from below, x ¢.§ war through the Indus plains to Sind; possibly

(After Hartert) Baluchistan, though reported occurrence at Quetta

and Sibi not yet confirmed (CBT). Also ringed at

Harike Lake (32.13N., 75.12E.), Punjab, in March (V. Prakash & S. A.

Akhtar, JBNHS 86: 245), and collected in October at Bharatpur (23.13N,,

77.32E.), Rajasthan (S.A. Hussain, JBNHS 71: 611). Very local. Affects

partially submerged bulrushes, reeds, high grass and tamarisks, in dhands
and at the edge of inundated tamarisk jungle.

Extralimital. Breeds from Iran and the Caspian east to Russian Turkes-
tan; winters south to southern Iran and Afghanistan. The species ranges west
through the Mediterranean countries to the Iberian Peninsula and Morocco.
For dctails see Vaurie, 1959, 1: 227

Migration.  Arrives in its winter quarters in October, leaves in March.
Recorded as common on migration (March) in Kohat. At this time may be
seen in reed-beds, gardens and dense cover near water.

GENERAL HABITS. A great skulker, usually detected only by its loud
clicking note. Crecps about in very dense cover, seldom if at all showing itsell
or flying.

Foop. Insects.

voiCE and caLLs. A rather loud click or chey repeated at intervals. Bursts
of its loud, clear song may be heard before spring departure.

Museum DiagNosis. See Field Characters.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
gg g } 11-12 25-26 52-65 mm

(Wing CBT, rest Baker)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill brown above, paler and yellowish below.
Legs and feet brownish flesh.

Genus BRADYPTERUS Swainson

Bradypterus Swainson, 1837, Classif. Bds. 2: 241. Type, by monotypy, Bradypterus
platyurus Swainson = Sylvia brachyptera Vieillot (= S. baboecala Vieillot)

Tribura Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 30. Type, by original designation,
T. luteoventris Hodgson

Horornis Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 31. Type, by subsequent
designation, Gray, 1855, Cat. Gen. Subgen. Bds.: 351, H. flaviventris Hodgson =
T. luteoventris Hodgson

Elaphrornis Legge, 1879, Bds. Ceylon: 514. Type, by monotypy, Brachypteryx?
palliseri Blyth

Bill slender and straight. Rictal bristles minute and inconspicuous. Tail much
rounded, about equal to wing or longer; rectrices rather pointed.

Key to the Species

Page
A Lower throat distinctly spotted
] Breastgrey ...........ueeiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiean, B. thoracicus 20
2 Breast buff
a Billfromskullover 16 mm ........................... B. major 23
b Bill fromskullunder 16 mm .................... B. tacsanowskius 24
B Throat not spotted (or sometimes with faint specks)
3 Throat ochraceous buff contrasting with rest of underparts .........
................................................. B. palliseri 26
4 Throat colour not contrasting with rest of underparts. . . B. luteoventris 25

BRADYPTERUS THORAcICUS (Blyth): SporTED BusH WARBLER

Key to the Subspecies

Flankspaler. ..................... B. 1. przevalskii
Flanksdarker ..................... B. t. thoracicus

1489. Bradypterus thoracicus przevalshkii (Sushkin)

Dumeticola thoracica przevalskii Sushkin, 1925, Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. 38: 41
(Dshachar Mts, upper Hwangho)
Dumeticola thoracica kashmirensis Sushkin, 1925, Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. 38: 42
(northwestern Himalaya)

Baker, FBI No. 810 (part), Vol. 2: 405

LoCAL NAMES. None recorded.
size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).
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Bradypterus thoracicus and B. major
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Distributional ranges

V] Breeding Winter (species thoracicus only)
1 B. m. major (1491). 2 B. m. netrix (RE). 3 B. ¢. przevalskii-(1489).

4 B. t. thoracicus (1490). 5 B. t. davidi (RE). 6 B. t. suschkini (RE).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1490, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common vertical'migrant. The
western Himalayas in ‘Kashmir’ (Borendo Pass = Ladakh—specimens in
Brit. Mus.), Garhwal and Kumaon. Breeds between 3000 and 4000 m
mainly around 3600 m. There are no winter records for this race; the eastern
race is known to descend to the foothills in the cold scason. Aflects open
grassy places, especially rank grass and Rumex growing on well-manured soil
where cattle are temporarily quartered; occasionally also low shrubs and
dwarf junipers.

Extralimital. ‘Shensi (Tsingling Range) westward through Kansu and
Sichuan to castern Tsinghai north to castern Nan Shan, south through
eastern and central Sikang to northern Yunnan, and possibly northern
Burma’ (Vaurie).

GENERAL HABITS and Foop. As in 1490.

voicE and cALLs. ‘A most persistent see-see note, and when uttering its
song usually riscs a short distance above the ground dropping again out of
sight into the grass’ (A. E. Osmaston). This description appears to be that of
its song.

BREEDING. As in 1490.

Museum Diacnosis.  Differs from thoracicus (1490) in being paler on flanks.
Eye-streak a little more distinct.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1490.
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1490. Bradypterus thoracicus thoracicus (Blyth)

D .(umeticola) thoracica Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 584
(Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 810 (part), Vol. 2: 405
Plate 83, fig. 10

LocAL NAMES. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A skulking plain brown bird of scrub and shrubbery.
Above, dark rufous-brown. Sides of head and supercilium grey. Below, chin
white; throat ashy spotted with blackish brown. Breast grey; centre of belly
white; flanks olive-brown. Under tail-coverts olive-brown barred with white.
Sexes alike.

The boldly spotted throat, grey breast and barred under tail-coverts are
diagnostic.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common vertical migrant.
Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh from 3300 to 4350 m (old
summer records at ‘5000 feet’ and ‘400 feet’ are certainly erroneous).
Recorded in winter in the terai, duars and the plains of Jalpaiguri district;
south to Sylhet (Godwin-Austen) and Calcutta (Holmes, 1968, JBNHS 65:
779). A specimen of juvenile male from ‘Shillong’ in the British Museum is
dated 30 August. Affects shrubbery on the edge of open grassy places and
pastures, dwarf junipers and rhododendrons near timber-line, low scrub
above timber-line, and bracken, rank grass and bushes between patches of
forest. In winter may be seen in heavy grass jungle and reed-beds
(Phragmites).

Extralimital. ‘Neighbouring parts of southern Tibet and southwestern
Sikang to Pome . . .’ (Vaurie). Southeastern Tibet. The species ranges north
to Amurland, Transbaikalia and Altai.

GENERAL HABITS. Apparently not such an arrant skulker as other bush
warblers, showing itself somewhat more freely as it weaves its way through
the shrubbery.

Foop. Insects.

voicE and cALLs. As in 1489,

BREEDING. Season, May to July. Nest, domed or deep cup-shaped loosely
made of rather coarse grass outside, finer inside, without true lining but often
with a feather or two; placed in tufts of grass or in low scrub, usually within
¢. 50 cm from the ground, well concealed. Eggs, 3 or 4, white, lightly freckled
with pinky red or brick-red, with a tendency to form a ring or cap at the large
end. Average size of 50 eggs 184 X 139 mm (Baker).

Museum Diagnosis.  See Field Characters and Key to the Subspecies. For details
of plumages see Baker, loc. cit.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
agd 50~58 }
-11 -19 46-53 mm
Q9 5055 10-1 18 m

(Wing NBK, Ludlow; rest Baker)
Bill from skull ¢. 15 mm
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Weight 1 &' 10 g (SDR).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill dark brown to black. Legs and feet fleshy
yellow to pale brown.

1491. Largebilled Bush Warbler. Bradypterus major major
(Brooks)

Dumeticola major Brooks, 1871, Proc. Asiat. Soc. Bengal: 210 (Cashmir)
Baker, FBI No. 808, Vol. 2: 403
Plate 83, fig. 13

LocaL NaMEes. Tiktik pitta (Kagan Valley); Chibi marta (Ladakh).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, olive-brown. A short pale supercilium and a
pale eye-ring. Below, chin and throat white, the latter sometimes spotted with
brown, more heavily so at base. Breast and under tail-coverts fulvous; sides
of breast and flanks olive-brown; centre of belly white. Sexes alike.

Doubtfully distinguishable from 1489 unless in the hand. See Key to the
Species.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common vertical migrant. The
extreme western Himalayas from Gilgit and the Indus Valley (Kagan) east
through Ladakh (to Upshi) and Kashmir (to the Suru Valley). Breeds
between 2400 and 3600 m, arriving on its summer grounds in early June.
Winters down to ¢. 1200 m. Aflects low thorny scrub (Lonicera, Hippophae)
interspersed with rank grass, bracken and tangled herbage fringing the
forest, and irrigated crops (barley etc.).

This species and B. thoracicus are presumably allopatric and have the same
habits; study of their distribution between Kashmir and Garhwal is
desirable.

Extralimital. 'The species extends to the Kun Lun range and western
Astin Tagh.

GENERAL HABITS. A skulker, scuttling off like a mouse at amazing speed
through the rootstocks of the grasses and difficult to flush; when forced to fly
will drop again into cover after a few hurricd mctres. When alarmed flicks its
tail and wings.

Foop. Insects.

voice and caLLs. Alarm-note, a grating tr7. Song comprises a series of
stridulant monotonous clicks (up to 200 without a break) at a rate of about
three to four per second, evenly spaced, rendered as chipi-chipi-chipi . . . or
clipper-clipper-clipper . . . (Whistler, Osmaston). Usually uttered from the
topmost twig of a bush.

BREEDING. Season, June and July. Nest, a deep cup of grass lined with tiner
stems and a few hairs, resembling that of Locustella; placed very near the
ground at the base of some low shrub. Very difficult to find as the owner
usually runs through the grass on lcaving the nest. Eggs, 3, or more often 4,
pinkish, spotted all over but especially at the broad end with bright
terracotta, with a few underlying markings and occasionally very thin black
lines. Average size of 34 eggs 189 X 143 mm (Osmaston).

Museum Diagnosis.  See Field Characters and Key to the Species.
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Young, like adult but upperparts browner; underparts pale yellow, throat spots
indistinct and cloudy; flanks washed with ochraceous-olive.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
ae 55-65 c. 18 21-22 59-63 mm
(Hartert)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale brown. Bill: upper mandible brownish black,
lower brownish flesh. Legs and feet pale brownish flesh.

1492. Chinese Bush Warbler. Bradypterus tacsanowskius
tacsanowskius (Swinhoe)

Locustella tacsanowskia Swinhoe, 1871, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 355
(Transbaicalia)
Baker, FBI No. 809, Vol. 2: 404
Plate 83, fig. 15

LOCAL NaMES. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 14 cm (5% in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, russet olive-brown; a short, narrow whitish
supercilium. Below, chin and throat whitish, the latter with a few brown
specks. Rest of underparts buffish suffused with pale brown on breast and
flanks. Sexes alike.

Difficult to identify unless in the hand.

Bradypterus t. tacsanowskius
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Very scarce winter visitor. One
record from ‘Bhutan duars’ (Mandelli) and several from Nepal from Sukla
Phanta in the extreme west to Kosi Barrage in the east (Inskipp & Inskipp,
1985). In view of its skulking and silent habits, may be more frequent than
the records indicates Affects suitable fields, grass and bushes, standing rice
until cut, and reed-beds, apparently in the plains only. May be expected
between October and March. In summer frequents shrubs, undergrowth and
grassy glades in open Abies forest from ¢. 2800 to 3600 m.

Extralimital. Breeds in southern Siberia from the Yenisey to Ussuriland
and adjacent parts of northern China and Mongolia; also from northern
Sichuan and eastern Qinghai south to southeastern Tibet (Ludlow, Ibis
1951: 563) and northern Yunnan (Likiang Mts, specimens collected by J. F.
Rock). The subspecies chui (Yen) 1933 was described on specimens collected
on Yao Shan, Guangxi, in June. Winters in southern China, northern
Indochinese countries and southern Burma.

GENERAL HABITS. Very skulking, restless and difficult to observe. Escapes
by creeping on the ground among grass roots and under small bushes. On
being flushed, rises a little but settles again almost at once to resume the
creeping.

FooD. Insects.

voICE and cALLs. A call-note similar to but recognizable from that of
Locustella lanceolata (1544) which frequents the same grounds. In the breeding
season has a stridulant song reminiscent of that of Locustella naevia (1545) but
shorter.

Museum Diagnosis.  See Field Characters and Key to the Species. Tail obsoletely
cross-rayed above, with white shafts to the feathers below.

Young, yellowish buff below, and slightly paler than adult above.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
ae 52-56 c. 14 ¢ 20 53-58 mm
(MD, Baker)

GOLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, lower
yellowish, brown at tip. Legs and feet (lesh colour.

1493. Brown Bush Warbler. Bradypterus luteoventris luteoventris
(Hodgson)

Tribura luteoventris Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 30 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 811, Vol. 2: 406
Plate 83, fig. 8

LOCAL NAME. Daotisha-tchik (Cachari).

siZzE. Sparrow’ —; length ¢. 13 c¢cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, rufous-brown; a short pale supercilium and a
pale cye-ring. Below, chin, throat and belly white tinged with buffl on sides;
throat sometimes with fine dark specks. Upper breast, flanks and under
tail-coverts rufous-brown. Scxes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A vertical migrant, locally common.
Western Nepal through Sikkim, Bhutan, Arunachal Pradesh (Lhalung,
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Pachakshiri area, and probably throughout the State); also Meghalaya in the
Khasi and Assam in the Cachar hills, Nagaland, Manipur (?) south to the
Chin Hills of Burma. Breeds between 2100 and 3300 m, in a lower zone than
B. thoracicus, but the two species may occur on the same grounds. In the
Khasi Hills breeds between 1200 and 1600 m and on Mt Victoria from 2500
m to the summit. Affects grassy downs, high grass- and bracken-covered
hillsides in treeless regions, but in the Khasi Hills frequents undergrowth of
bushes, bracken and grass in pine forest. Winters in the foothills.

Extralimital. Extends to central China, Fujian and northern Vietnam.
Other subspecies in Vietnam, southeastern. China, Taiwan and Luzon.

GENERAL HABITS. Skulking; similar to those of other bush warblers.

FooD. Insects.

voIcE and cALLs. Alarm-notes leck . . . teck. Song, a very peculiar grating
trill deceptively like that of a grasshopper (Heinrich). Described as a rapid
repetition of two notes, a sort of screech followed by a sharp short note, at the
rate of two or three pairs of notes per second, creee-ut-creee-ut . . . .; very slight
pauses are made every few seconds (Smythies). Sings from a concealed perch
near the ground.

BREEDING. Season, April to July. Nest, usually a deep cup, sometimes
domed, made of grass blades with finer material inside; placed in bushes or
clumps of grass, generally within a metre
from the ground, sometimes a little higher;
rarely on the ground, under a tuft of grass.
Eggs, normally 4, often 3, rarely 5, white to
pale pink, marked with reddish brown
freckles or sometimes blotches, in some eggs
coalescing to form a crown around the large
end. Average size of 200 eggs 182 X 14- 3
mm (Baker). Building and incubation by both sexes but mostly by female;
period 12 or 13 days.

Museum Diagnosis.  See Field Characters and Key to the Species. First primary
(as.) about half the length of second.

Young, like adult but underparts tinged with yellow.

Wing, X ¢. 1

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
gg ié:g; } c. 14 c. 19 55-56 mm

(Stresemann, Ludlow, Baker)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown or
blackish, lower lleshy yellow. Legs and feet flesh colour, fleshy yellow to fleshy brown.

1494. Palliser’s Bush Warbler. Bradypterus palliseri (Blyth)

Brachypteryx palliseri Blyth, 1852, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 178 (Ceylon)
Baker, FBI No. 812, Vol. 2: 408
Plate 83, fig. 9

LocaL NAMES. None recorded.
size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 14 cm (5% in.).
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, brown. A pale grey supercilium and a pale
eye-ring. Below, throat ochraceous buff, a diagnostic character. Rest of
underparts olive-grey, centre of belly pale yellowish. Sexes alike, except that
male has red iris and female pale buff.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Endemic to Sri Lanka. Common
resident in the hills above 900 m, more common above ¢. 1300 m. Affects
undergrowth of Strobilanthes and dwarf bamboo in damp forest, occasionally
venturing into tea-plantation where it borders the jungle.

GENERAL HABITS. Skulks in dense cover, creeping about the stems,
seldom ascending more than a metre or two above the ground; continually
flicks its tail. In the non-breeding season may be seen in small family parties.

Foop. Grubs, worms, green grasshoppers and other insects.

voick and caLLs. Usually very silent, the only note being a low, single,
explosive quitze or gtz (Betts)—sometimes sounding more like queck (Henry).
This also uttered on alarm, e.g. when nest is approached. In the breeding
season, a queer, rather squeaky song of a few scattered notes given from a
commanding position on a stem (Betts, Henry).

BREEDING. Season, March to May, occasionally (second brood?) in
August-September. Nest, a deep, substantial cup of moss, dead leaves and
rootlets, lined with skeleton leaves; occasionally nests may be made of
bamboo leaves and lined with fine grass as is usual in other bush warblers;
usually placed in a low shrub or clump of bamboo within a metre or so from
the ground, often near a forest path. Eggs, usually 2, pale pink, covered with
fine purple-brown specks often coalescing at the larger end; also numerous
underlying grey freckles. Average size of 5 eggs 21:7 X 16:1 mm (Phillips). A
close sitter; when disturbed the birds scuttle about under cover in the
immediate vicinity continually uttering their alarm-notes. Feeding of young
by both sexes. Share in other duties not determined.

Museum DiacNosis. See Field Characters.

Young, like adult but rufous throat replaced by whitish, the feathers tipped with
olive-grey; rest of underparts more yellow.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
4 dd 61-64 18-19 25-28 65-70 mm
299 60, 61 18 24, 26 65 mm

(HW)
Weight 1 0" 9 g (SDR).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. lris red-brown to bright red ("), pale buff (9). Bill:

upper mandible black, lower paler and greyer. Legs and feet purplish brown or
mauve-grey.

[1495 relocated after No. 1560 at p. 114]

Genus Cisticora Kaup

Cisticola Kaup, 1829, Skizz. Entwickl. Nat. Syst.: 119,
Type, by monotypy and tautonymy, Sylvia cisticola Temminck =
Sylvia juncidis Rafinesque
First primary (as.) very small. Bill slender and pointed. Rictal bristles (two) short.
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Key to the Species

Page
Tips of all rectrices dull fulvous, indistinct ................. C. exilis 28
Tips of outer rectrices nearly white,broad ............ ... C. juncidis 3l
CisticoLa ExiLis (Vigors & Horsfield): FANTAIL WARBLER
Key to the Subspecies
A Crown unstreaked
1 Crowndeeprufous................ C. e. erythrocephala G summer
2 Crownorange-yellow.................... C.ec. tytleri &' summer

B Crown streaked
3 Rufous more prominent than blackoncrown ...................
............................... C. ¢. erythrocephala G winter, @

4 Black more prominent than rufousoncrown....................

1496. Cisticola exilis erythrocephala Blyth

Cisticola erythrocephala Blyth, 1851, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 523
(Nilgiris)
Baker, FBI No. 822, Vol. 2: 420

LOCAL NAMES. Yedru-jitta (Telugu); Nelpottan (Malayalam); Vayalan chittu (Tamil).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A diminutive warbler of grassy hill slopes.

Male (adult), summer. Above, crown rufous. Back boldly streaked with
black. Tail black narrowly tipped with bufl. Below, ochraceous bufl, centre of
belly white.

The unstreaked rufous crown distinguishes it from C. juncidis.

Male, winter and Female. Above, crown and back boldly streaked with
black. Tail brown, obsoletely cross-rayed and narrowly tipped with buff.
Below, whitish bufl, darker on flanks, white on belly. Tail greyish with black
subterminal spots.

Distinguished from C. juncidis by the rufous-brown nuchal collar and by
the longer tail being tipped with greyish bufl (v. white).

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident in the hills of
southern India from the High Range of Kerala to the Palnis, and north to
Karnataka in the Brahmagiris, Bababudangiri and the Billigirirangans.
Farther north there are but three records: Ahmednagar (central Maharash-
tra), Balaghat (south-central M.P.) and Sagar (north-central M.P.). In the
southern hills, occurs above ¢. 900 m. Affects tall coarse grass, and low
Strobilanthes and bracken scrub on open hill slopes alternating with sholas.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voOICcE. As in 1497.

BREEDING. Unrecorded. Season, from circumstantial evidence (juveniles)
November and December (SA), and May to August (Lynes, lbis 1930,
Supplement: 201).

Museum Diacnosis.  See Field Characters and Key to the Subspecies. For details
of plumages see Baker, loc. cit.



WARBLERS 29
Cisticola exills
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[x7] enthrocephata, isolated records.

Y oung has the black markings of upperparts less extensive and less well defined.
Underparts pale sulphur-yellow washed with bufl on flanks.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull) (winter dress)
4 JC 46-51 11-12 19 48-56 mm
2 99 43, 45 11 — 46, 54 mm
(HW)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris tan or light brown. Bill: upper mandible horny
brown, lower pale yellowish brown. Legs and feet fleshy white to fleshy brown.

1497. Cisticola exilis tytleri Jerdon

Cisticola Tytleri Jerdon, 1863, Bds. India 2: 176 (Dacca, Bengal)
Baker, FBI No. 823, Vol. 2: 420
Plate 85, fig. 22

rocAaL NAMES. Lal sir-phatki (Hindi); Titi-daotisha (Cachari).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1496, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies and
Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. The
Kumaon terai (Smythies, JBNHS 44: 292-3), Nepal terai (Rand & Fleming,
Fieldiana 41: 169) and from northern Bengal east through the Bhutan duars
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and Arunachal foothills, the plains of the Brahmaputra in Assam, Nagaland
(?), Manipur; Bangladesh south to the Chittagong region. Breeds in loose
colonies, mostly at the base of the hills up to ¢. 800 m, locally up to 1200 m
and in the adjacent plains. Extends more over the plains in winter. Affects
tall grass areas.

Extralimital. Burma. The species ranges through southeast Asia to
Taiwan, the Philippines, New Guinea and northern Australia.

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps singly or in loose parties among tall grass.
Seldom shows itself but from time to time mounts to the top of a blade, giving
away its presence. If walked up, a surprising number may often be flushed
one by one in the same patch of ground, though an observer may wander
great distances through what appears an equally suitable habitat before
meeting another colony. When forced to rise, pops out of cover when almost
trodden on, flies a few metres hurriedly and dives headlong into the grass,
quickly weaving its way through the tangled stems so that, if further pressed,
it rises again from quite a different spot to where it disappeared. The tail is
constantly flicked open like a fan.

Display.  The male circles over its territory in a characteristic flight. The
take-off i1s straight but then the bird begins to spiral, mounting steadily
upward for fifty metres or so. At this point it circles for varying periods,
sometimes five minutes or more, in a series of very rapid (hovering)
wing-beats followed by a pause with wings closed, resulting in a gentle dip.
The descent is an almost vertical nose-dive at astonishing speed, the bird
flattening out when only a few metres above the ground and returning to its
perch on a reed-stem with swift, darting, erratic flight. During the whole
performance the bird utters its characteristic song, a wheeze or nasal bleat,
likened to the twang of a taut rubber-band, followed after an interval by a
liquid, explosive bell-like note, rendered by Lynes as scrrrrrrr . . . .. plook
..... repeated at several seconds’ intervals ad lib. During the take-off, and
again during the descent, a series of short staccato nasal, monotonous bleats
is uttered. Both song and flight are quite different from those of C. juncidis.
The display of exilis is faster, smoother (not nearly so jerky or undulating),
generally much more sustained and at a considerably greater height
(Smythies). Alarm-noté, a scolding squeee.

According to Lynes, this species has a blunt, erectile crest, spread like a
little mop in courtship or alarm; mention of this character is absent from all
accounts of its habits.

Foobp. Ants and other small insects.

voicE and caLrs. See Display, above.

BREEDING. Season, April to August. Nest, of two types: the commoner is a
fragile cup fixed to the side of an upright broad leaf. The materials, very fine
grass stems, are forced through holes made by the beak in various parts of the
leaf and then knotted with tufts of flowering grass ends on the outside. The
other type is an oval or purse-like structure of very fine grass lined with the
feathery ends of the same. Eggs, normally 4, occasionally 5, bright blue
marked with red-brown blotches, spots and specks, practically confined to
the larger end; very similar to those of the Tailor Bird. Average size of 120
eggs 14-8 X 11-4 mm. Building of nest by both sexes, though male only brings
the material to the female. Both birds incubate but male much less than
female; period eleven days (Baker).
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Museum Diacnosis.  Differs from C. e. erythrocephala (1496) in summer in having
the crown a paler orange-yellow, at all seasons in having the rufous nuchal collar
more pronounced and the upperparts darker, the black centres being broader and
bolder, the rufous edges less wide.

Tail of non-breeding birds longer than in breeding dress. Prenuptial moult in
spring involves all feathers except wing-coverts. Postnuptial moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Tail
summer winter
ade 44-47 25-26 46-48 mm
(Baker)
Bill and tarsus as in 1496,
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1496.

CisticoLa Juncipis (Rafinesque): STREAKED FANTAIL WARBLER

Key to the Subspecies

Page
A Paler ... . e C.j. cursitans 31
B Darker and more richly coloured
1 BillandsizeasinA ......... ...t C.j. salimalii 34
2 Bill as in A; size smaller, wing average 50 mm ........... C.j. malaya 35
3 Bill stronger and longer; 12 mm or over, size larger, wing average
G OB I s v s e sins o5 6w s mamuns s wemswemsnenemens C.j. omalura 34

1498. Cisticola juncidis cursitans (Franklin)

Prinia cursitans Franklin, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 118
(between Calcutta and Benares)
Baker, FBI No. 825 (part), Vol. 2: 422
Plate 85, fig. 20

LOCAL NAMES.  Ghaski-phitki, Ghaski-pitpiti (Hindi); Khergusa (Bhagalpur); Tuntinia
(Monghyr); Yedru-jitta (Telugu).
sizé. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 cm (4 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. A tiny rufous-brown warbler boldly streaked with
black above, with a prominently white-tipped fan-shaped tail.
Underparts whitish buff, darker on flanks. Sexes alike.
Absence of nuchal collar, and broader whitish tips to
rectrices, distinguish it from C. exilis (1496-7).
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A common and wide-
spread resident, subject to local movements. Pakistan, Nepal,
Bangladesh and India from the Himalayan foothills south to
x e 1 Kanyakumari (except for the range of salimalii), and SriLanka
in the low-country Dry zone (Phillips, 1958, SZ 28: 191).
Intergrades with malaya in Manipur and adjacent regions. Absent from
desert tracts; scarce in Tamil Nadu. Ascends the hills up to ¢. 1400 m, locally
to 1900 m (Himalayas) and 1800 m (Meghalaya and southern India). Affects
tall grass and reed-beds, especially along the margins of tanks, lagoons, tidal
crecks, wet paddyfields, and also open, dry grasslands and crops of cereals,
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lucerne, sugarcane, etc. Paddyfields have probably attracted this species into
the Himalayan valleys where they are its almost exclusive habitat.

Extralimital. The species ranges from Africa and southern Europe
through southern Asia to China, Japan and south to northern Australia.

MIGRATION and MOVEMENTs. Resident in the rice-growing tracts of the
plains of NW.F.P. and northern Punjab, mostly a summer visitor to the
rice-growing tracts in the Himalayan foothills and Nepal main valley (March
or April to September). In other parts of its range it is subject to local,
somewhat unpredictable and erratic movements with seasonal conditions,
mainly rainfall or drought, affecting its habitat. In some areas may be a
winter visitor only (e.g. Khandesh) while in others (Ghazipur, Mhow) it is a
summer visitor, sometimes disappearing without visible reason. Mostly a
resident in southern India, Bangladesh and Assam.

Cisticola juncidis
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GENERAL HABITS. Keeps singly or in loose ‘colonies’ of 10 to 15 birds.
Skulks among grass and herbage, making short low flights when flushed and
pitching quickly into the stems again. Feeds on or near the ground, seldom
flitting about or on to tops of bushes or grass clumps in the manner of
wren-warblers. Flight jerky, undulating—similar to that of Prinias.

Display. Has a rambling, mounting flight, in which the white-tipped
fanned tail is conspicuous—each upward motion accompanied by a sharp
characteristic zit or chip, sounding in the distance remarkably like the snip _of
a barber’s scissors. This also uttered from a grass tip at the rate of ¢. 3 chip.s n
2 seconds. Sometimes skims over the vegetation, but most commonly rises
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high in the air in erratic zigzags, flying in wide circles and suddenly
nose-diving after a while to alight gently on a grass blade.

Foop. Insects: small grasshoppers, weevils, tenebrionid beetles, ants,
aphids and caterpillars identified among stomach contents (Mason &
Lefroy, 1912). Also takes spiders and, rarely, some green tender seeds.

voice and caLLs. One alarm-call is an excited, rapid zit-zit-zit (Lynes).
Song: see Display, above. Very silent outside the breeding season.

BREEDING. Season, correlated with the rains and availability of suitable
ground vegetation. Over most of peninsular India breeding starts in May, in
Assam in March and in Sind in April or even as early as February, and
generally lasts till October; in Sri Lanka breeds most of the year with a peak
period about June. Two or three broods may be reared. Nest, of two types: the
more common is a small, cylindrical, narrow purse of fine grass-stems drawn
together, fastened with cobweb and vegetable down. The other type is a
deepish oval pouch, the small end up with a large entrance at the top; felted
inside with vegetable down. It is fastened to several stems of grass which are
incorporated with the nest materials, thus reinforcing the otherwise flimsy
structure; usually hidden in the base of grass tufts and seldom more than half
a metre or so above the ground—sometimes in clumps of rushes standing in
water. Often several nests in a restricted patch, in a scattered colony. Eggs, in
most of the Peninsula generally 5, sometimes 4 or 6, in Assam normally 4,
often 5, in Sri Lanka mostly 3 or 4; ground colour usually white, sometimes
pale blue, speckled, spotted or sometimes blotched with pale red or
red-brown. Average size of 400 eggs 15 X 11:5 mm (Baker). Building of nest
and incubation by both sexes though more by female; period ten days. Often
brood-parasitized by cuckoo (C. canorus) in Assam—Baker, JBNHS 17: 792,
876.

Museum Diacnosis. See keys to the Species and Subspecies; for details of
plumage Baker, loc. cit. Winter plumage rather lighter in colour, supercilium more
clearly defined. Complete moult in May (Sind).

Young (juvenile) resembles adult in winter plumage but underparts yellowish and
upperparts more streaked with ochraceous, especially on head.

For differences from salimalii, omalura and malaya, see 1499, 1500 and 1500a
respectively.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
gd 48-55 10-11 19-20 31-43 mm
1°4% 45-55 11-12 18-19 29-43 mm

(SA, HW, Rand & Fleming)
Tail, summer: 36-40; winter 41-47 mm (Ticehurst)
Weight | d (June) 8 g—GD; 2 0o? (March) 6, 7 g—SA.
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris hazel-brown, olive-brown or straw-coloured. Bill:

upper mandible brown, lower flesh; mouth black in summer, fleshy pink in winter.
Legs and feet flesh-coloured.
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1499. Cisticola juncidis salimalii Whistler

Cisticola juncidis salimalii Whistler, 1936, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 38: 487
(Peermade, Travancore)
Baker, FBI No. 825 (part), Vol. 2: 422

LOCAL NAME. Potappottan (Malayalam).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1498, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident in Kerala from the
low country to 2100 m. Affects paddyfields, tall grass especially where moist
or waterlogged, and swampy depressions among the hilltops.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOoD and VOICE. As in 1498.

BREEDING. Season, August to March. Nest and eggs as in 1498.

Museum Diacnosis.  Diflers from cursitans in being darker, more richly coloured.
Rump bright reddish brown (v. rufous) and flanks washed with bright rufous.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
5 dJ (summer) 51-56 11 19 33-34 mm
6 d'J (winter) 47-53 11 19 37-40 mm
3 Q9 (summer) 45-49 11 18-19 33-37 mm
4 Q9 (winter) 46-49 11 17-18 35-40 mm
(HW)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale hazel-brown or pale olive-brown. Bill: upper
mandible and tip of lower pale horny brown; commissure and rest of lower mandible
pinkish flesh; mouth pink, brownish pink or pale yellowish flesh, in some individuals
streaked or blotched with brown (seasonal variations? See 1498). Legs and feet pale
brownish flesh; claws duskier.

1500. Cisticola juncidis omalura Blyth

Cisticola omalura Blyth, 1851, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 176 (Ceylon)
Baker, FBI No. 826, Vol. 2: 424

LOCAL NAMES. Tanacola-kurulla (Sinhala); Tinu-kurivi, Vayalan (Tamil).

size. Sparrow —; length c. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1498, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Subspecies endemic to Sri Lanka.
Common resident in the low-country Wet zone and Hill zone up to over
2100 m. Affects paddyfields, swamps and tall grassland. Very common in
Salicomia and other salt-marsh herbage in northern coastal areas (Jaflna
district).

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voice. As in 1498.

BREEDING. Season, most of the year but with two peak periods: March-
April and July to September. Nest, as in 1498. Eggs, 3 or 4, somctimes 3,
similar to those of cursitans. Average size of 50 eggs 15:7 X 11:9 mm (Phillips).

Museum DiagNosis.  As richly coloured as salimalii but distinguished by its much
larger bill. Complete moult takes place in October.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
agc 50-58 12-14 20-21 36-42 mm
122 49-50 12-13 19-20 36-39 mm
(HW)

Weight | @ 8 g (SDR).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1499.

1500a. Cisticola juncidis malaya Lynes

Cisticola juncidis malaya Lynes, 1930, Ibis, Suppl.: 92 (Klang, Malay Peninsula)
Not in Baker, FBI

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1498, q.v.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The Nicobar
Islands (Car Nicobar, Trinkut, Camorta and Great Nicobar). Affects grass
fields.

Extralimital. Lower Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and
western Java.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voicE. As in 1498.

BREEDING. Unrecorded. Presumably as in 1498, but season apparently
July to January (from circumstantial evidence of plumage).

MuseuMm DiacnNosis.  Similar to cursitans but more richly coloured. Pattern
stronger and colour markedly richer throughout. See Key to the Subspecies.

Young shows much more yellow around chin and breast than cursitans and has
more prominent streaks on head.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

Nicobars (decidedly larger)

30d 51-53 12-13 18-20 40-45 mm
Burma, Thailand, West Sumatra
10 &' 45-53 11-12 18-20 30-40 mm
399 43-46 11-12 17 (3) 34 (3) mm
(MD)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Unrecorded, probably as in cursitans.
Genus Prinia Horsfield

Prinia Horsfield, 1821, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 13: 165. Type, by monotypy,
Prinia familiaris Horsfield

Suya Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 183. Type, by original designation, Suya criniger
Hodgson

Laticilla Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 596, new name for Eurycercus
Baird, 1843. Type, by monotypy, E. bumesii Blyth

Franklinia ‘Blyth’ = Jerdon, 1863, Bds. India 2: 186. Type, by monotypy, Prinia
buchanani Blyth

Cf. Deignan, H. G., 1942, Smiths. Misc. Coll. 103: 1-12
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Key to the Species

I Ubpperparts streaked
A Underpartsashywhite................. ... ... .. ... P. burnesii
B Underpartsbuff ........ ... .. ... ... . .. L. P. criniger
II Upperparts except crown not streaked
C Bellylemon-yellow .............. ... ............ P. flaviventris
D Throatblack ................... ... ... oL P. atrogularis

E Notas Cor D
a Crown and nape dark grey or slaty
1 Forehead usually with some rufous ............. P. cinereocapilla
2 Norufousonforehead............................. P. socialis
b Crown not dark grey
3 Belly white or creamy white

i Crownrufous ....... ... ... ... . ... . ... ... P. buchanani
it Crown sandy brown concolorous with back
a' Crownstreaked ............................... P. gracilis

b? Crown not streaked
o Larger; tarsus usually 22 mm or more, bill (from skull) 14
mm or more; upperparts earthy brown with white outer
rectrices (summer) or warm rufous brown (winter) P. sylvatica
0" Smaller; tarsus usually 21 mm or less, bill (from skull) 14 mm
or less; upperparts earthy brown, outer rectrices pale brown
.......................................... P. subflava
ii Agreypectoralband ................... P. hodgsonit pectoralis
(Sri Lanka race)

4 Belly ochraceous

iv. Tail grey, pectoral band present or absent . ........ P. hodgsonii
(continental races)
v Tailrufous....... ... ... ... ... . . P. rufescens
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1501. Rufous Wren-Warbler. Prinia rufescens rufescens Blyth

Pr.(inia) rufescens Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 456
(Arracan)
Franklinia rufescens austeni Baker, 1924, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 44: 39
(Lhota, Naga Hills)

Franklinia rufescens assamensis Baker, 1924, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 2: 427.

Nom. nud.
Baker, FBI No. 829, Vol. 2: 427
Plate 84, fig. 16

rocaL NAME. Daotisha gajao (Cachari).
size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 11 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slim, skulking wren-warbler with a long graduated
black-and-white-tipped tail carried almost erect and incessantly shaken up

and down.

Above (including tail), rufous brown; crown and nape ashy brown in
summer, almost concolorous with back in winter. Lores and supercilium
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buff. A pale eye-rim. Below, pale buff, more ochraceous on flanks and lower
belly. Sexes alike.

Recognized by its rufous back and tail. The very similar P. hodgsonii (1503)
has a grey tail (also black-and-white-tipped), a shorter supercilium and, in
summer, a diffuse grey band across the breast. P. subflava (1511) is
sand- colourcd above (including tail which lacks the white terminal spots),
nearly white below. P. sylvatica (1521) is darker above and has a brown tail.
P. socialis (1517) has a grey crown, white lores but no supercilium. P.
cinereocapilla (1507) has a grey crown, blackish lores and a narrow rufous
supercilium.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Nepal (one
Hodgson specimen), Sikkim, Bhutan, Arunachal Pradesh (?), the Patkai
Range, Nagaland, Manipur, Assam, Meghalaya and Mizoram; Bangladesh
south to the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Also northeastern Orissa in the
Simlipal hills (Mukherjee, Rec. Indian Mus. 50: 166) and Andhra Pradesh in
the Visakhapatnam Hills (Ripley, JBNHS 85: 99). Breeds in the foothills up
to ¢. 1200 m (Sikkim) and up to 1800 m, mostly 500—1200 m in the eastern
hills. Affects long grassland or patches of light grass under groves of
deciduous trees, and low Eupatorium and other weeds and scrub on openly
forested hillsides, terraced cultivation, fringes of forest and secondary
growth. More of a forest bird than P. hodgsenii, though it seldom nests inside
forest.

Extralimital. Extends east to Vietnam. Other subspecies in southern
Thailand and Malaya.

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps singly, in pairs or small parties. Seldom shows

Prinla r. rufescens
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itself except for momentary glimpses as it makes short, jerky flights of a few
metres to dive into cover again. Thereafter its presence is revealed only by
the slight movement of herbage which marks its progress through the stems.
Occasionally found in hunting parties with Stackyris or other skulking
babblers. Habits very similar to those of Prinia hodgsonii (1503), q.v.

Foop. Insects.

voICE and cALLs. ‘A feeble seep (or sip), seep, seep. . . confusable with notes
of Rhipidura hypoxantha or Seicercus burkii’ (SA). Described also as rather harsh
grating or churring trills, and a continual monotonous chip, and a double
chip-wee chip-wee. Song said to be similar to that of P. hodgsonii, but no
comparable description available.

BREEDING. Season, April to September, chiefly May and June. Nest,
similar to that of P. hodgsonii. Eggs also similar, but larger, and as a series
somewhat bluer. Average size of 200 eggs 161 X 11:-8 mm (Baker). Building
and incubation by both sexes.

Museum Diacnosis. For details of plumages see Deignan, loc. cit,, p. 2.
Distinguished from P. hodgsonii as follows:

Winter plumage

P. hodgsonii P. rufescens
Upperparts duller, more olive; tail Upperparts brighter, more fulvous, tail
grey-brown bright fulvous
Summer plumage
Upperparts and tail uniform leaden Upperparts fulvous brown, crown and
grey, wings washed with dull chestnut. nape leaden grey, wings washed with
Underparts pale fulvous white, a dull chestnut. Underparts fulvous
leaden grey band across breast. white, warmer on sides of breast and
flanks.

P. rufescens generally has a heavier bill.
Young, like adult in fresh winter plumage but paler above and more or less
washed with yellow on belly.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers) summer  winter
ade 4347 e 11 c. 20 30-47  48-67 mm
(Baker)

Bill from skull 12-13 mm (SA)

Weight 8 39 6-7 g (SDR).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale brown. Bill black, edges of lower mandible
paler. Legs and feet flesh-colour.

Prinia HoDGsoNn Blyth: AsHy-GREY WREN-WARBLER

Key to the Subspecies

(there is of course complete intergradation)

page

A Above olive-brown
1 Above warm rufousolive-brown .. ......... ... ... P. h. rufula 39
2 Abovemoregreyish ............ ... ... ... .. P. h. hodgsonii 41

B Above slate-brown
3 Greyonbreastinsummeronly ................... P. h. albogularis 42

4 Greyonbreasttheyearround ...................... P_h. pectoralis 43
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1502. Prinia hodgsopii rufula Godwin-Austen

Prinia rufula Godwin-Austen, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 47
(Naga Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 827 (part), Vol. 2: 425

LocaL NaMmes. Dao pitti, Daotisha-pitti (Cachari).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 11 cm (4'2 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1503. Distinguished from P. rufescens by the
grey (v. rufous) tail, and in summer by the cloudy grey band across breast.
For distinction from other spices, see 1501, Field Characters.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, locally subject to
slight downward movements during cold weather. The Himalayan foothills
from lower Swat east to Arunachal Pradesh including the Sadiya Frontier
tract; Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya, Assam and most of Bangladesh
south to the Chittagong region; from the plains generally to ¢. 1200 m, locally
up to 1600 m (Simla, Nepal) or 1800 m (Meghalaya); also breeds in the
plains of Bangladesh and Assam. Affects scrub and grass jungle, forest
clearings, cultivation and bushes in and around villages. A bird of scrub
jungle and forest edges rather than open grassland (TJR).

Prinia hodgsonli
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Extralimital. Burma. The species extends to Yunnan and Vietnam.

GENERAL HABITS and Foop. As in 1503.

voick and caLis. A distinctive chew-chew-chew and a rapid, trilling
twirrr-twirrr (Smythies). For description of song see 1503.
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BREEDING. Season, correlated with the rains: mostly from mid June to
September, but sometimes as early as April, especially in Assam. Two or
three broods may be reared. Nest, a rough cup of grass and fibres built inside
a broad, pendent leaf, rarely two or three, the edges of which are sewn
together to form a cone. The nest and method of supporting it closely
resemble the Tailor Bird’s, except that the structure is more globular and the
cup usually not lined with felted flower-heads of grasses; normally placed less
than half a metre or so from the ground. Eggs, 3 or 4, very variable: white or
pale blue, sometimes unspotted, more often marked with pale reddish to
reddish brown specks and spots distributed fairly evenly over the whole
surface. Unspotted eggs are much more common in the early part of the year
than later. Out of 178 eggs laid in April-June, 60 were plain blue and 12
plain white; of 266 eggs seen in July—September, only 9 were unspotted blue
and 2 white (Baker). Average size of 400 eggs 14-7 X 117 mm (Baker).
Building and incubation by both sexes; construction takes four to eight days;
eggs deposited before completion of nest. Incubation period ten or eleven
days, generally the latter.

Museum DiagNosis.  Summer plumage: Upperparts, hair brown tinged rufes-
cent on mantle, rump and upper tail-coverts. Supraloral region concolorous with
crown. Swollen edges of eyelid orange, tiny feathers of both eyelids slaty. Underparts,
white with a broad pectoral band and flanks deep ashy grey, the throat and centre of
abdomen washed with cream.

Winter plumage: Upperparts, dark olivaceous brown suffused with rufescent,
faintly on forehead, crown and nape, more strongly on mantle, conspicuously on
rump and upper tail-coverts. Supraloral streak ashy white. Edges of eyelids neither
swollen nor brightly coloured, the tiny feathers of the upper eyelid mixed ashy, grey
and white, those of the lower eyelid white. Underparts, white (more or less sullied
with ashy grey on breast and upper flanks) washed with cream which posteriorly
changes to light rufous cream (Deignan).

Differs from the peninsular hodgsonii (1503) in being a warmer rufous olive-brown
above and on edges of wing; flanks washed with rusty cream. According to Tice-
hurst & Whistler (/bis 1939: 762) birds from the Himalayan foothills have no pectoral
band.

For details on moults see 1503. Tail shorter in summer, longer in winter (data not
available but see 1504 for comparative measurements).

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{(from skull) (March to June)
17 O 42-49 13-14 c. 20 (one) 45-55 mm
2 Q9 43, 48 13 — — mm
(BB)

Weight 09 (winter) 5-7 g (SDR). 5 JJ (March—April) 55-68 g; 3 99
(March—April) 5-5-65 g (GD).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris and edges of eyelids dull brownish orange. Bill
black. Legs and leet yellow; claws horny; soles white.
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1503. Prinia hodgsonii hodgsonii Blyth

Pr.(inia) Hodgsonii Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 376
New name for Prinia gracilis Franklin, 1831, not Sylvia (= Prinia)
gracilis Lichtenstein, 1823
Prinia gracilis Franklin, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 119
(Mirzapur District, restricted by Ticehurst & Whistler, Ibis 1939: 763)
Prinia hodgsonii pallidior Koelz, 1950, Amer. Mus. Novit,, No. 1452: 8
(Sihor, Kathiawar)

Baker, FBI No. 827 (part), Vol. 2: 425

Plate 84, fig. 17

LocAL NAME. Phutki (Hindi).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 11 cm (4% in.).

FIELD CHARACTERs. A small, rufous brown wren-warbler recognized
mainly by its longish grey tail tipped with black and white.
Sexes alike.

Separable from sympatric Prinia species in winter in having
its unstreaked crown concolorous with mantle, and in summer
by its conspicuous grey crown, nape and breast band (TJR).
For distinction from other unstreaked species, see 1501, Field

X e | Characters.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The
Indian Peninsula between Pakistan and Bangladesh, and between the ranges
of rufula (Himalayan foothills etc.) and albogularis (southern India); in the
plains and hills up to at least 1000 m. May be subject to local movements:
occurs commonly in the plains of Madhya Pradesh during winter but has
been noted as absent during the rains. Affects scrub jungle with coarse grass
and thorn bushes, mango groves and deciduous forest with rank under-
growth, gardens, bushes and hedgerows in cultivation, and to some extent
bamboo jungle, mangrove swamps and rceds.

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps singly or in pairs during the breeding season,
otherwise in roving partics of five to ten, sometimes up to twenty or more
individuals. More gregarious than P. subflava but otherwise very similar to it
in habits. Works its way through undecrgrowth, hunts among twigs and
foliage of small trees, and (lits jerkily from bush to bush with a constant
flicking of the tail, the birds looscly following onc another. Rather noisy and
conspicuous in the breeding season when the males sing vehemently from
cxposed situations. Pairs form between March and May according to local
weather conditions.

Display. A lively and spirited performance. The male mounts to a
promincnt perch on a bare tree- or bush-top and cxcitedly warbles his loud,
squcaky song (scc below). Another turn in the display consists of some
spectacular acrobatics when the bird springs up in the air and cxecutes a
scrics of vertical wave-crests and steep nose-dives in quick succession, to the
accompaniment of the song (SA).

roop. Chicfly insccts: ants, tiny beetles, caterpillars, etc. Also takes
ncctar from blossoms of Butea, Erythrina, Bombax, Woodfordia, etc. and often
carrics pollen adhering to forchead feathers.

voice and carts.  Conversational call-notes, an incessant tinkling zee-zee-




42 SYLVIINAE

zee or pree-dee-dee as the birds move along. During the breeding season the
male pours forth a vehement, squeaky song from a bush-top: chiwee-chiwee-
chiwi-chip-chip-chip (or yousee-yousee-yousee-which-which-which-which). The chiwee
portion starts low and feebly and is quickly repeated three or four times. It
rises in pitch at each successive note and ends loudly and abruptly after the
third or fourth chip (SA). Reminiscent of the song of P. socialis in overall
pattern yet distinct enough to be unmistakable.

BREEDING. Season, from the middle of June to October, chiefly July and
August, during the height of the monsoon. Also in February—March
(Gujarat — Dharmakumarsinhyji). Nest (of Tailor Bird type), and ¢ggs, as in
1502.

Museum Diacnosis.  For details of plumage see 1502.

Differs from rufula in being more greyish and pale olive-brown above and on the
edges of wing. Flanks suffused with cream. Albogularis is slate-brown above, almost
pure white below, and also has a grey pectoral band in summer. For distinction from
P. rufescens see 1501, Museum Diagnosis.

This species usually has two or three filoplumes projecting behind nape. Tail with
12 rectrices.

Young resembles adult in winter plumage but upperparts, edges of wing and tail
more rufous; underparts pale yellow, buffish on flanks and thighs.

Postjuvenal moult to winter dress complete. Prenuptial moult complete and takes
place about the end of February to beginning of April. Postnuptial moult complete
and takes place in Octoher, November and December (Ticehurst & Whistler, 1939,

Ibis: 761-3).
MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
10 00 44-51 11-13 18-20 46-58 mm
(av. 47-8) (summer and winter)
599 44-48 11-13 18-20 44-55 mm
(av. 46) (winter)
(SA)

Weight 8 0'Q 5-9 (av. 64) g — SA.

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris yellow to orange-brown; eye-rim brownish yellow.
Bill black, commissures and tip paler; mouth black or dark brown (pale flesh with
brown blotches in juvenile). Legs and feet pale yellow, brownish fleshy or yellowish
fleshy.

1504. Prinia hodgsonii albogularis Walden

Prinia albogularis Walden, 1870, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 5: 219 (Coorg)
Baker, FBI No. 827 (part), Vol. 2: 425

LOCAL NAMES. Talikkdrivi (Malayalam); Kosu katai, Nunni chirai (Tamil).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 11 cm (4%2 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1503, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to some
seasonal local movements. The southern Indian Peninsula including Kerala,
western Tamil Nadu, southern Karnataka and the Eastern Ghats north to
the Visakhapatnam district; in the plains and hills up to ¢. 1500 m but mostly
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under 1000 m. Affects thorn scrub, lantana brakes and deciduous jungle with
tall grass and bushes and, to some extent, coffee plantations.

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice. As in 1503.

BREEDING. Season, April to August, chiefly July and August during the
height of the monsoon. Nest, built in large-leaved herbaceous plants growing
in the open among tall grass, of two types: one is a cup of fine grass
flower-heads, lined with still finer grass stems, slung by threads of cobweb
round the rim to the underside of a broad leaf which forms a lid, leaving a
small entrance where the leaf-stalk joins the stem of a plant. The other type is
similar to that of the Tailor Bird: the two sides and the end of a large leaf are
sewn into a bag and the nest proper built inside (Betts). Eggs, normally 3,
similar to those of rufula (1502), q.v.; breeding biology as of that subspecies.

Museum Diacnosis.  For details of plumage see 1502. Differs from hodgsonii in
being more slate-brown above; edges of wings brown; flanks and underparts almost
pure white, without a cream wash. Differs from pectoralis of Sri Lanka in having the
grey pectoral band less marked.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull) summer  winter
gd 45-52 12-13 17-19 45-50 55-57 mm
9 42-48 12 17-19 39-50 55 (one) mm
(SA)

Weight 1 J 5; oo? 6 g (SDR).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adult: Ins straw colour. Bill black; horny at base of
lower mandible; mouth slaty brown and pink or pinkish brown. Legs and feet
brownish flesh; claws horny brown. Immature: Iris orange-straw. Bill dark homy
brown, paler at commissures and gape; mouth pale yellowish cream with slaty
blotches. Legs and feet yellowish flesh; claws hormy brown.

1505. Prinia hodgsonii pectoralis Legge

Prinia pectoralis Legge, 1874, Ceylon Blue Book: 9
'(Hambantota District, Ceylon)
Baker, FBI No. 827 (part), Vol. 2: 425

LocAL NAMES. Hambu-kurulla (Sinhala); Tinu-kirivi (Tamil).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 11 cm (4% in)).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1503 but with a grey breast-band throughout
the ycar. Female differs in having this band incomplete in the middle.

The pectoral band identifies this bird in Sri Lanka.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, moderately plentiful. The
castern and southcastern part of Sri Lanka from Mankulam in the Northern
Province (Spolia Zeylanica 28: 190) south to Tangalla, and inland to the
foothills of the Uva and Central provinces; in the low-country Dry zone and
Hill zone up to 1400 m (Hoffmann, JBNHS 86: 15). Affects scrub country
and parkland, preferring bushes and small trees to grass.

GENERAL HABITS and Foop. As in 1503.

voick and caLts. A rapid chatter of three to five notes chchchcheh, less
loud and less musical than a very similar note produced-by P. socialis
(Henry). See also 1503.
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BREEDING. Season, March to June, perhaps extending till October. Nest
and eggs, as in 1504.

Museum Diacnosis.  Differs from peninsular races in having winter and summer
plumages alike, both of the summer type, i.c. with the grey pectoral band present the
year round. This band is also better marked.

Young, dark brown with an olive tinge above, becoming almost greenish on
crown. Wings and tail as in adults. Underparts white, washed with fulvous brown on
flanks and greyish olive on sides of breast. No pectoral band.

Moult sequence unclear. Some birds collected in May, August and October were in
complete moult while others were in fresh plumage.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
8 od 45-48 13-14 18-20 42-47 mm
(summer)
4 99 43-46 ¢. 13 17-18 40-44 mm
(summer)
(HW)

It is not known whether there is a seasonal variation in the length of tail.
COLOURs OF BARE PARTS. Iris reddish. Bill blackish. Legs and feet leshy yellow.

1506. Rufousfronted Wren-Warbler. Prinia buchanani Blyth

P.(rinia) Bucharani Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 376, new
name for Prinia rufifrons Jerdon, 1840, nec Prinia rufifrons Rippell, 1835
Prinia rufifrons Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 11: 4
(neighbourhood of Jalna, northwestern Hyderabad)

F. (ranklinia) cleghorniae Blyth, 1867, Ibis: 24 (northwest of Delhi)
Baker, FBI No. 831, Vol. 2: 429
Plate 85, fig. 8

LocaL NAMES. Chiho (Sind); Lalbhalni fudki (Gujarati).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 12 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, forchead and crown rufous; lores and a narrow
supercilium whitish. Back grey-brown. Tail dark brown with broad white
tips (except on central pair of rectrices) showing up as a conspicuous white
fringe when tail fanned while bird alighting. Below, whitish, tinged with
fulvous on flanks and vent. Scxes alike.

In worn plumage the white tips of rectrices become abraded and the bird
looks confusingly like P. subflava; the rufous forehead provides a clue to its
identity but is sometimes very faint; tail darker. P. sylvatica is larger, lacks the
white tips to tail-lcathers and has bufl underparts. P. hodgsonii is olive-brown
above and has a buff belly. For other species sec 1501, Field Characters.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, locally subject to
some scasonal movements. Pakistan in the plains of the upper Indus river
system (rom Peshawar and Bannu (summer only) north to the Himalayan
foothills, south at lcast to Bahawalpur; the southern part of Pakistan from the
Hab hill range in Baluchistan cast throughout Sind (northern extension not
known), and India from Punjab, Rajasthan (Jodhpur dist.), N. Gujarat
(including Kathiawar and Kutch) cast to Bihar (Palamau) and south
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Prinia buchanani

lso 70

V///] Distributional range

through the central tableland to Andhra Pradesh (common around
Secunderabad—R. Sparrow in epist. to HW) and central Maharashtra
(Ahmednagar). Affects arid scrub jungle mixed with coarse grass, babool
scrub in ravines, and stony semi-desert studded with Capparis, Prosopis and
Zizyphus bushes, occasionally entering nearby high crops (paddy, wheat,
mustard). Prefers a drier biotope than P. hodgsonii and P. subflava.

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps in pairs or in small parties according to the
season, {requently in company with Prinia hodgsonii and Chrysomma sinense, but
is more terrestrial-fceding than cither. Hops on the ground among grass
tussocks and thorn scrub, tail slightly cocked, looking very much like
Scotocerca; also creeps about in bushes, loosely switching the tail—then
suggesting a miniature Common Babbler (7. caudatus, 1254).

Foop. Insects and larvae.

voicE and caLts. A lively recling, twittering song consisting of ‘a trill
followed by a triple note like sirriget-sirriget-sirriget” (Basil-Edwardes), given
vchemently from an exposed twig or a bush-top, tail spread out and partially
cocked, showing ofl the white tips promincently; reminiscent of the song of
P. socialis but distinct enough to be quite unmistakable. May be heard from
February onward. Call-note, a shrill chirrp constantly uttered while
foraging.

BREEDING. Season, mainly during the monsoon, i.c. end of Junc to
September; breeds carlier in the western part of its range (Gujarat,
Rajasthan and Pakistan) wherce nesting has been recorded from March to
August. Nests also found in October and December. Nest varies from a
cup-shaped to a domed, oblong purse-like structure with entrance near top
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(the latter type more common) made of fine grass and silky fibres and lined
with finer grass and vegetable down; placed in a grass tussock or thorn bush,
usually within a metre from the ground. Eggs 4 or 5, white, faintly tinged
with pink or bluish, profusely speckled and spotted with reddish brown or
deep chestnut. Average size of 100 eggs 159 X 12 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacnosis.  See Field Characters. This species has twelve rectrices. A
complete moult takes place in May and June, and again in October—November.

Young, like adult but paler above; crown concolorous with back, supercilium
whiter. Postjuvenal moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull) summer  winter
gd 51-55 12-14 18-19 53-56 61-70 mm
9 47-51 12-14 17-19 51-60 68 (one) mm
(SA)

Weight 3 oo? 5-9 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris yellow-brown. Bill brown, flesh-colour at base,
darker in summer. Nestlings have two black spots on tongue. Legs and feet pale flesh.

1507. Hodgson’s Wren-Warbler. Prinia cinereocapilla Moore

Prinia cinereocapilla Moore, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. Bds.
Mus. E.I. Co. I: 322 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 830, Vol. 2: 428
Plate 84, fig. 15

LocaL NAMES. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 11 cm. (4%2 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, forehead and a narrow supercilium rufous, this
colour sometimes reduced or completely absent; lores blackish. Crown, nape
and sides of neck dark grey; rest of upperparts dark rufous. Tail
rufous-brown with a subterminal dark brown patch on rectrices. Below,
fulvous, darker on lower flanks and vent. Sexes alike.

The dark grey cap with creamy rufous supercilium and very rufous back
and wings identify this species.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A little known, yet fairly common
resident species within its very restricted range. The Himalayan foothills,
duns and bhabar from Kumaon through Necpal, Darjeeling, Sikkim and
Bhutan. Also North Cachar (Assam), where it is very rare (Baker, JBNHS 9:
15); from the edge of the plains to 1600 m (eastern Nepal) [Inskipp &
Inskipp, 1985]. Affects dense jungle, secondary growth and trees.

GENERAL HABITS. Little known except that it is more arboreal than other
wren-warblers; also found in company with P. hodgsonii.

FooD. Insects; flower-nectar.

voice and caLts. ‘A trilled note with a rising inflection (like an iora),
then a loud drawn out swe-e-¢-¢-e-chor’ (Fleming & Traylor). Song said to be
‘quite different from that of any other Prinia, better and more varied’
(Brooks, SF 3: 242).

BREEDING. Season, about June. Nest, very similar to that of P. hodgsonii,
made of fine grass and enclosed in a single broad leaf, the edges of which are
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stitched with cobweb and the feathery ends of grasses forming the container.
Eggs, pale blue, spotless; clutch size unrecorded. Average size of 10 eggs from
North Cachar 15 X 10:7 mm (Baker, JBNHS 9: 15). Two eggs from Bhutan
measured 16:1 X 11-7 and 16 X 116 mm (Baker, 1933).

MuseuM Diagnosis.  See Field Characters. Tail with 12 rectrices. For discussion
on variation of amount of rufous on head, see Biswas, JBNHS 59: 427. Young
undescribed.

MEASUREMENTS ‘
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
9 gd 42-46 13-14 c. 20 40-50 mm
4 99 42-43 14 — 39-44 mm
(BB)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris and edges of eyelids yellow ochre with a pinkish
tinge. Bill black. Legs and feet yellowish brown; claws horny; soles white.

Prinia GRaciLis (Lichtenstein): STREAKED WREN-WARBLER

Key to the Subspecies

Paler above, purer fulvousbelow ................... P.g. lepida
Darker above, fulvous tinged with brown below. . . . .. P. g. stevensi

1508. Prinia gracilis lepida Blyth

P.(rinia) lepida Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 376
(Indus territories = Sind fide Whistler & Kinnear, 1933, JBNHS 36: 579)
Baker, FBI No. 931, Vol. 2: 526
Plate 85, fig. 7

LocAL NAMES. Piték (Brahui); Door (Sind); Khdr phatki (Hindi); Vid fudki
(Gujarati).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, pale drab brown, crown and back with dark
streaks. Lores and round the eye whitish. Tail long, graduated, faintly
cross-barred, the rectrices tipped whitish with a subterminal dusky spot.
Below, whitish, washed with buff on lower belly. Sexes alike. Superficially a
tiny miniature of Common Babbler (Turdoides caudatus) except for tail tip.

Small size and paleness distinguish it from the other two streaked
wren-warblers (1527, 1531, qq.v.).

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Pakistan from
Kohat and the Himalayan foothills south through the plains of the Indus and
Quetta, and west through southern Baluchistan to Iran; India in Gujarat
(Kutch, Kathiawar and east to CambaY), western Rajasthan, Punjab and
the Gangetic Plain east through Bihar;' in the foothills of Pakistan up to
¢. 1000 m. Affects tamarisk jungle, rank herbage, sarkhan grass (Saccharum)
and scrub, particularly along rivers, canals, jheels and on river islands; also

.more sparingly in sandy, semi-desert country with scrub and coarse grass
tussocks.

' The observation by Proud attributed to this species by Biswas (JBNHS 59: 427), pertains to
Franklinia gracilis (= Prinia hodgsonii). However, see next subspecies.
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Prinia gracilis
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Extralimital. Extends westward through SW. Afghanistan and Iran. The
species ranges to Egypt and Somalia.

GENERAL HABITS. Lives in pairs or small loose parties according to the
season. Flies from bush to bush in search of food, just above the ground,
occasionally up to ¢. 4 metres. On the ground, hops about energetically and
will make a long spring if necessary to secure an insect. All the while flicks
the wings like a Phylloscopus and loosely switches its tail from side to side with
a slight upward flick. Slips smoothly through grass, clinging sideways to
stems and slipping down like a reed warbler. Occasionally catches an insect
in flight or hovers to pick a caterpillar off a leaf. Flight jerky, undulating,
characteristic of the genus.

Display. ‘The male shoots almost vertically upwards for a few feet with
very rapid movements in which the wings are used extremely quickly and the
tail cocked up repeatedly, giving the whole display a jerky nature. When the
peak of the ascent is reached the bird may either flit about erratically before
perching again, or dive straight down to its original post before repeating the
performance. All the while, a triple wing-snapping is heard, sounding likc a
quick, crackling brrrp-brrrp-brrrp. Wing-snapping is essentially a reaction to
other individuals of the same species and is confined to the reproductive
cycle. Female does a less intense snapping and jerky flight as predator
reactions, but in threat and not in sexual circumstances.” For other forms of
display (bowing, flicking and wing-fanning) as well as an excellent study of
the behaviour and biology of this species in Egypt, see K. E. L. Simmons,
1954, fbis 96: 262-92.
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Foop. Grasshoppers, small beetles, caterpillars and other insects;
spiders. Also a small amount of vegetable matter.

voice and caLis. Song, a wheezy, reeling warble, of similar pattern to
that of P. s. inomata (1511) and often indistinguishable from it. A hard, thin,
somewhat slurred and disyllabic note delivered in phrases of from one to
fifteen, sometimes up to thirty, sung persistently and monotonously in fast,
non-stop succession—ze(r)witze(r)witze(r)wil . . . Sings from a vantage point,
the black gape very conspicuous. Song also given during wing-snapping
display; uttered regularly from February to September but snatches may be
heard in October, December and January. Cali-note, a drawn out breep or
tzeep uttered by both sexes to keep in touch. Alarm-note a few trri-trri-trrt with
a slight inflection at the end of each note, which may develop into a reeling
succession of notes slurred together in a fast, ticking stream. Also a flat jit of
threat (Simmons). A bill-snapping noise, noted by some observers in India,
is not mentioned by Simmons who describes (p.268) wing-snapping flight
and display. (See also p. 292 of same paper for wing-snapping in the
Sylviidae.)

BREEDING. Season, February to October with two peak periods: March—
April, particularly in the western part of its range where suitable vegetation
is found along rivers, and, for the majority, July—August, especially in the
east where suitable vegetation is governed by the monsoon; the same
peculiarity is apparent in Cisticola juncidis cursitans, Prinia h. hodgsonii and
Prinia buchanani. Nest, a domed structure or upright oval pouch, very like that
of P. 5. inomata (1511), with the entrance-hole about two-thirds of the way up;
woven mostly of dry grass bound with vegetable down or cobweb, and lined
with downy vegetable matter. [t is placed in bushes or clumps of grass,
usually within a metre from the ground. Nest-site selected by male.
Construction almost entirely by male, helped by female mainly with the
lining. Eggs, 3 to 5, normally 4, pale greenish profusely covered with small,
light to dark reddish blotches. Average size of 100 eggs 13-8 X 10-7 mm
(Baker). Incubation by both sexes, share not determined; period 12 days *+ 1
day. Brooding, feeding young, and nest sanitation by both sexes, chiefly by
female; male takes over feeding of juveniles, presumably while female
prepares for another brood. Two broods are reared in one peak period. For
further details of breeding biology see Simmons, loc. cit.

MuseuM Diacnosis. See Field Characters and Keys to the Species and
Subspecies. Tail graduated, of ten rectrices.

Young, like adult, but streaks on upperparts broader and more shadowy; a
distinct yellow tinge on the sides of neck and upper breast.

Two moults a year, before and alter reproductive activity.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull) summer  winter
(effe) 43-46 c 12 17-18 59-61  68-72 mm
1°4% 40-45 11-12 17-18 54-56 68-71 mm
(SA, HW)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTsS. Iris yellow to brown. Bill: winter, brown above,
yellowish brown below; summer, black; inside of mouth black during the breeding

season, this colour being lost during the postnuptial moult and regained during the
spring one. Legs and feet pale flesh.
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1509. Prinia gracilis stevensi Hartert

Prinia gracilis stevensi Hartert, 1923, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 18: 132
(N. Lakhimpur)
Baker, FBI No. 932, Vol. 2: 527

LocAL NAMES. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1509, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. The
plains of the Brahmaputra and Ganges rivers. Recorded from the Subansiri
river, Dibong, Tezpur, Dacca, and the Morang district of southeastern
Nepal. Affects tall grass in sandy areas along the margins and on islands of
big rivers.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VoOICE. As in 1508.

BREEDING. Nests found in April. Season, probably as in 1508. Nest and eggs
as in 1508. Average size of seven eggs 13:7 X 109 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacnosis. Like lepida but darker above, and underparts tinged with
brown rather than fulvous.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTs. As in 1508.

PriNniA suBFLAVA (Gmelin): PLAIN WREN-WARBLER

Key to the Subspecies

Page

A Winter and summer plumages alike. Bill longer. ........ P.s. insularis 55
B Winter and summer plumages not alike. Bill shorter

1 Palest; dark subterminal bar of tail almost obsolete . ... P.s. terricolor 50

2 Intermediate between preceding and the two following . . P. 5. inomata 52

3 Darker; underpartsbrowner .......................... P. 5. fusca 53

4 Darkest; underparts morefulvous . .................. P. s. franklinii 54

1510. Prinia subflava terricolor (Hume)

Drymoipus terricolor Hume, 1874, Nests and Eggs of Indian Birds: 349
(N.-W. India = Oudh, Agra)
Baker, FBI No. 940 (part), Vol. 2: 534

LOCAL NaAME. Phatki (Hindi).

size. Sparrow —; length c¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1511, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies and
Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. The commonest and most wide-
spread wren-warbler; locally subject to short-range seasonal movements,
especially in the north. The plains of Pakistan from N.W.F.P. (Peshawar,
Thal, Bannu) and eastern Baluchistan (Hab valley and probably the Sibi
plain) east to northwestern India in Punjab, Rajasthan and Gujarat.
Eastern limit roughly a line from Baroda to the extreme western Nepal terai,
east of which it intergrades with the adjacent subspecies (1511, 1512). In the
Himalayan foothills up to ¢. 800 m, in smaller numbers up to ¢. 1200 m.
Affects tamarisk and thorn scrub jungle mixed with tall grass (Saccharum etc.)
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and cultivation, especially wheatfields, curiously avoiding even larger
suburban gardens preferring a more open habitat. Commoner near water,
but more tolerant of arid conditions than P. socialis, being met with also in
sandy or stony semi-desert. Often found in same facies as P. gracilis.

GENERAL HABITS, FoOD and voIcE. As in 1511,

BREEDING. Season, overall March to October but chiefly during the
monsoon (June—September). Nest, as in 1511: purse-shaped type more
common. Eggs, as in 1511.

Museum DiagNosis.  Like inomata but paler. Colour of tail more uniform; dark

subterminal bar obsolete. Tail of ten rectrices; longer in winter.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull) summer  winter
dd 47-54 12-13 19-21 48-56 59-85 mm
9 48-50 12-13 19-21 — 64-75 mm
(SA, HW)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1511.
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1511. Prinia subflava inornata Sykes

Prinia inomata Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 89 (Dukhun)
Baker, FBI No. 940 (part), Vol. 2: 534

rocaL NaMes. Phatki (Hindi); Lota-kun-jitta (Telugu); Chitakul (Saugor, M.P.).

size. Sparrow; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A plain, sand-coloured wren-warbler with a longish,
graduated tail; in the peculiar jerky switchback flight it gives the impression
of being too heavy for the bird. Above, sandy brown; lores, narrow
supercilium and sides of head creamy white. Outer rectrices whitish. Below,
entirely cream-coloured, more yellow in fresh nuptial plumage. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Central India
cast of the range of terricolor (1510, q.v.) and from the Gangetic Plain in Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and lower Bengal, south through Tamil Nadu, but exclusive
of the range of franklinii (1513). Affects scrub and boulder country, rank
grassland, thorn thickets mixed with high grass, wild cane and tall grass in
damp situations, and open cultivation with suitable high crops; also
mangroves and salt-marsh vegetation in coastal areas. As a rule frequents a
less dry facies than typical of P. sylvatica and less wet than that of P. socialis.

GENERAL HABITS. Found in pairs or small parties according to the season.
Flits, clambers and creeps about among grass and bushes in the erratic, jerky
manner of most wren-warblers, tail erect and loosely flicked up and down
and sideways.

Foop. Insects: caterpillars, ants, small beetles, etc. Flower-nectar:
Salmalia, Erythrina and other species.

voice and carts. Call-notes, a rather plaintive fee-tee-tee (SA); other
notes recorded as kink, kink ... or chi-up rapidly repeated many times.
Alarm-note (or wing-snapping?) rendered as creak, creak, creak like sharply
striking the point of a quill across a comb (cf. Ashy Wren-Warbler, 1517).
Song, reminiscent of a grasshopper and similar to the song of P. gracilis, being
more wheezy and insect-like than that of the Ashy Wren-Warbler: a rapid
tlick-tlick-tlick . . . sustained sometimes for ten seconds or more without a
pause; given lustily from a prominent perch, on a reed or bush-top, with the
body flattened down, head thrown back, tail fanned out, and an excited
opening and shutting of wings; sometimes in jerky switchback flight. A
wing-snapping is heard when the bird is disturbed from the nest. (See 1508,
General habits, for details and putative meaning of wing-snapping.)

BREEDING. Season, chiefly June to October (monsoon). Nest, variable in
shape and structure. Commonest type a deepish, oval or pear-shaped pouch
of loosely interwoven thin grass strips (loofah-like) with a lateral entrance-
hole at or near the top, the material sometimes forming a dome and partially
concealing the orifice. At other times it is more or less open at the top and has
cobweb and vegetable down woven into the texture, thus recalling the nest of
Cisticola juncidis (1498); attached to several upright grass stems or lentil stalks
up to a metre or so from the ground. A less common type of nest is of the
Tailor Bird pattern, supported between two or more broad leaves stitched
together along the edges with fine grass or fibres. Nests usually devoid of
lining; sited in a Lantana, Zizyphus or suchlike bush or grass tussock,
commonly growing on bunds separating cultivated fields, especially inun-
dated paddyfields; in water hyacinth (Echhornia crassipes [Gaunlett, JBNHS
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82: 529]). Eggs, generally 4 or 5, sometimes 3 or 6, variable in colour: usually
pale blue with bold, deep reddish, blackish brown or purple spots, blotches
and an intricate pattern of fine hairlines especially at the large end. For
further details see Baker, Nidification 2: 488. Average size of 200 eggs 156 X
11-5 mm (Baker). Building and incubation by both sexes; incubation period
11 or 12 days. One pair under observation reared three successive broods
and built but deserted a fourth nest.

Museum DiagNosis. See Key to the Subspecies.

As in the species P. gracilis, P. socialis and P. sylvatica, P. subflava also has a summer
and winter plumage, both alike in the south but markedly different in colour and in
length of tail in the north.

Winter: Upperparts strongly rufescent; lower parts warm buff; wings hair-brown,
margined with dull ferruginous. Tail long, deeply graduated, rufescent brown with an
imperfect subterminal dark bar and a pale tip. Bill brown, with the greater part of the
lower mandible yellowish horny.

Summer: Upperparts dull earthy grey-brown; lower parts white with a faint
yellowish tinge; wings earthy brown, margined albescent. Tail shorter and less
graduated than in winter, the lateral rectrices growing paler. towards the outermost
pair which is almost white. Subterminal dark bar and pale tip usually absent from
central rectrices. Bill black, yellowish at the extreme base of the lower mandible.

Summer and winter plumages are each preceded by a complete moult from March
to May and July to November. Many individuals breed during the moult, contrary to
the normal procedure in birds.

Young, somewhat between winter and summer dress of adult: upperparts more
rufescent than summer but less rufescent than winter; tail length about as in summer.
Postjuvenal moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull) summer  winter
adg 46-54 12-14 18-20 48-